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THE

CUl^ElHEl REPOfl^ITORY.

VoL. XIX—March, 1850—No. 3.

Art. I. Notice of the years of famine and distress which have

occurred at Shanghai, recorded in the Statistics »f Shdnghdi.

During the third year of the emperor Yenyu ^ IjiJ
(.4. D. 1316),

the district of Sli4nghai was flooded, and the land taxes were reduced
;

a famine followed in the next year, and grain was distributed amongst

the people. In the 2d year of Shunti
|||^ ^ (1336), there was a

dearth, and the granaries were ordered to be opened, and their con-

tents, together with the donations of the wealthy, distributed amongst

the starving people. During the eighth year of Hungwii

(a. d. 13T5), freshes occurred and famine followed; at the end of the

year, the distressed were assisted, and in the following year, the land

taxes in four departments of this region were remitted, and in the next

year, one shih (about 170 lbs. av.) of grain was supplied to each house-

hold which had suffered. In the first year of Yungloh ^ ( 1404)^

famine prevailed; and the next year the Board of Revenue memorial-

ized that as Shanghai and HwUing districts were flooded, the taxes

on the low lands might be taken in pieces of manufactured silk in

lieu of grain.—During the following spring, grain was again furnish-

ed, and the excise on salt was not collected, and in the autumn, the

taxes on all the flooded lands were remitted. Aid was also granted

the next year.

In the seventh year of Siuenteh ^ (1432), an inspector-general

named Wang Lai ^ memorialized that he had inspected the

damages by floods, upon which the land taxes and imposts were dis-

pensed with.

In the fifth year of Chingtung lEIS (1440) in consequence of

1.5VOL XIX. NO. 11.



114 Years of Famine at Shanghai. March.

damage by freslies, it was ordered that in Sungkiang fu a composition

should be made for the taxes in grain, by reckoning each piece of

middling three threaded cottons as equivalent to two peculs of grain,

the wide three threaded cottons not being demanded
;
and fractional

parts (i. e. taxes under two peculs) were to be paid by pieces of broad

white cotton cloth.

In the fifth year of Kingt^i (1454), Ching Fung, the pre-

sident of the Board of Revenue, reported that distress prevailed in the

depart ments of Suchau and Sungki^ing. Wang Wan was thereupon

ordered to inspect them, and decide how much of the taxes it was best

to remit, and what amount of composition should be taken for the

kinds of articles which were usually sent to the capital, or retained in

the province, or supplied as food to the cavalry. The inhabitants

received relief in 1455.

During the fifth year of Tienshun ^ )||^
(1461), the sea over-

flowed this district, and in consequence of the damage the autumnal

duties were remitted
;
dearth prevailed till 1466. In the tenth year

of Chinghwi (1474), the autumnal dues were again remitted in con-

sequence of floods; and in 1495, an epidemic and dearth were exper-

ienced. In 1509 a flood came, and famine ensued the next year, when

there was another inundation; in consequence of the dearth in 1513,

the second harvest duties were remitted. In 1519, famine was again

experienced.

In consequence of the drought in 1540, the customs and taxes

were remitted. In the 35th year of KiJ^tsing, in consequence of a

petition by the censor Chau Jiitau, the land tax was remitted in the

districts of Hw^ting, Shlnghdi, Tsingpu and Kidting. In 1561, be-

cause of the floodis, food was given out, and the district magistrate

Kuh Kwtingsien ordered Wang Chau, one of the people, to distribute

congee; and the sub-director of the Banqueting Office, Kii Tsunglf,

gave out millet for the food of the starving people. In 1567, a severe

famine was felt, and the next year, because of the floods, orders were

received from court to waive the collection of the fixed duties, and

send up for that year only the rice used as official rations. In 1573,

famine again afflicted this region; and in 1575, the 3d year of Wan-

lih, great floods brought a dearth the next year, so that the emperor

released the district from arrearages, and ordered that only three

tenths of the autumnal taxes should be collected in the ensuing year.

In 1579, floods covered the country, so that the censor Lin Ying-

kiun, sent to inspect the province, memorialized the emperor to remit

a portion of the usual taxes of every kind. All those who had dis.

tributed alms to the distressed were also promoted.
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In 1;592, tlie sea rose, and W^ng T.in, a native of the place, col-

lected many hundred corpses of those drowned, and buried them at

his own cost; the taxes were remitted for the next year. In 1587,

the drought and destitution were so great that the people devoured

each other, and the ofBcers issued orders and regulations to afford

relief The next year, the money used to buy horses for H. M. stud,

and three lacs of taels (<£90,000) were sent from the treasury <it Nan-

king, and the high officer Yang Wankii was ordered to distribute

them in the departments of Siichau and Sungkiang
;
but this man was

covetous and despised by all, a deceitful hypocrite, so that Tting

Ilientsu caused him to be dismissed from office. There was a flood

that year, so that the inhabitants were destitute, and the emperor

listened to the governor and judge, and disbursed the customs of

Kiingsu, and the fines levied on the borders of Slmiitung, to relieve

the wants of the poor.

The year 1589 was a bad year, so that the governor Yii Lih me-

morialized the Throne, and part of the income from the land and from

the duties, and part of the arrears of former years and dues of that

year, were remitted. The prefect Yli Kiun also exhorted the rich to

give millet to make soup to feed the starving. In 1591, relief was

given out, in consequence of the freshes. In 1608, the water rose

so that governor Chau Kungkiau laid the case before his majesty,

and fifty thousand taels were distributed among the destitute, taken

from the revenue of the two departments of Hwai-ng.ln and Yang-

chau. The next year there was a dearth, and the same governor

ordered the prefect Chang Kiuteh to direct the district mngistr.ate.s

to see that vegetable soups were given to the starving inhabitants of

the villages and hamlets, placing the management of the distribution

in the hands of the gentry and elders, and “ lovers of righteousness.”

In 1624 (4th of Tienki), there was a great flood .and a year of want

;

Wu Hing, the sub-director of II. M. stud, a native of Hwd-ting, dis-

tributed three thousand peculs of millet to the destitute of his native

district. In 1629, a dearth occurred, and the prefect Fang Yoh-kung

took more than seven thousand peculs of rice from the storehouses of

one Ku, which he gave away to the poor or sold at a cheap rate. In

1640, there was a severe famine, and a drought the next year, so that

the price of gr.ain was high
;
the kiijin graduates Ho Kang and others

furnished millet to the poor, and the magistrate Chang Kw^ingyoli

found on inquiry that many of the people had died in the winter by

starvation. The prefect of Sungkiang received orders to change the

t.ax of rice for three tenths as much wheat as an equivalent.
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In the 9th year of Shunchi (1652), rice rose very high by reason of

the drought; the graduate Tung laid the matter before the magistrate

Yau, requesting him to release the people from paying the autumnal

taxes, but through his delay few of the people benefited by the govern-

ment bounty. In 1671, there was a famine, and the magistrate Chu

disbursed from the granaries. The year 1679 was one of drought and

distress; the magistrate Jin delayed collecting the taxes, and reduced

the cases in his office; so that, though the taxes were not remitted,

the feelings and discontent of the people were quieted.

In 1680 (19th of Kfinghi), rice was dear in the spring, and the

starving filled the streets; the magistrate Jin himself furnished two

hundred peculs of grain and 130 taels in money to the sufferers. In

1696, the sea rose during the summer, drowning many of the people,

and carrying both corpses and coffins to distant places
;
the prefect

Rung raised a high tumulus and buried them all in it. He had al-

ready distributed relief among the people. In 1705, the magistrate

Hii Sz’ching, in consequence of the scarcity, called together the

literati and the common people, and sold them food out of the govern-

mental granaries at a cheap rate. In 1707, there was a drought and

dearth, so that during three months the magistrates distributed the

grain laid up in the place according to the law, and also the rice, pad-

dy and wheat levied as tax in the districts of Hwaing.hi. In 1708,

there was a great flood, and the grain collected in Kiangsl and Hu-

kwAng, to the extent of more than three hundred thousand peculs, was

sold at a cheap rate, and congee was distributed to the starving for

three months. In 1715 and 1721, the people also received aid from

government.

In 1723 (1st of Yiingching), the emperor graciously ordered that

the money due from fines, and the grain then in store, should be

carefully distributed among the poor
;
and as the winter was bitter

cold, the local officers were ordered to give out food according to the

exigencies of the people. The district magistrate, Fu Chftsiuen re-

ported that there were upwards of 600 names, and that he had dis-

bursed food for a month. In 1724, aid was afforded in consequence

of the flood and distress. The provincial treasurer Yurtai obtained

permission, and had three thousand peculs of the tribute rice in store

brought from KiAngning fii, and distributed in the districts, and given

out as congee
;
he also disbursed fifty thousand taels from the provin-

cial treasury to buy food for distribution in the districts which had

been submerged. Relief was also aflbrded in 1726; and in 1732, in

consequence of an inundation and dearth, a rescript was received, or-
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dering the autliorilies to distribute one tau of rice (about a peck) to

every adult, and half as much to every child living in the maritime dis-

tricts which had been submerged
;
more than 3600 peculs were dis-

bursed. During six months, over 25,800 peculs were distributed

among the poor. The grain junks were also detained, and rice sold

from them at a cheap rate. The governor Kiiu Shichin made a dona-

tion of 400 taels to be laid out in alms.

In 1743, the price of rice rose very high, and the prefect Yarha had

the tact to get the rich families to act generously and sell grain cheap

to those who were suffering. In 1747, the waters rose and caused

great distress
;
congee was given out to the starving, and food supplied

to the people for a month. Money was furnished to bury those who

had been drowned, and to assist in rebuilding those dwellings which

had been destroyed. The district magistrate W^ng Ting subscribed

his own salary, and exhorted the benevolent among the gentry and

people in the city and villages to assist in carrying^these intentions

into effect. The next year there was a storm of hail which did great

damage, so that his majesty sent orders to lend out seed as might be

needed, about one fifth of a peck to an eighth of an acre
;
and to those

persons who had been the greatest sufferers the preceding year, a

month’s provision was lent. Food being very dear at the time, Wang
exhorted the gentry and tradesmen to sell food cheap as they had done

the previous year.

In the next year, there was an epidemic, and the district magistrate

Li Wany4u gave all his salary to buy medicines for the sick. In 1755,

the dearth was very severe, and seed was lent to the farmers. The
intendant Shin, and the magistrate LI, both gave up their salaries to

induce others to contribute. In the next spring, the dearth was still

more severe, and the pestilence again appeared
;
rice was sold cheap

as formerly. For those who had died in the waste places boxes were

furnished to the extent of a thousand to bury them. The villagers

themselves, at the Yoh-wang temple and monastery of Extended Hap-

piness, dealt out cash and congee, or ginger soup
;
and even old gar-

ments, and thus saved many lives.

In 1791, there were many bad omens, and the famine waxed sore

in the spring of the next year, so that the gentry of the city generally

subscribed millet to be made into soups for distribution
;
and for the

time, they employed Wang Tingftng, to superintend the business.

The dead were so numerous that they lay in the highways, [lit. “ used

each other for pillows.”)

In 1804, the price of grain being high, it was sold out cheap, and

many of the literary persons and people di.stributed millet to the poor-
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Art. II. Paul Sit's Apology, addressed to the emperor Wdnlih of

the Mitig dynasty, in behalf of the Jesuit missionaries, Pantoya

and others, who had been impeached by the Board ofRites in a Re-

port dated the AAth year, 1th month of his reign, (A. D. 1617.)

[For the Chinese copy of this memorial, we are indebted to Wm. Lockhart
Esq, medical missionary at Shans;hai. It is, we believe, an <>.xact transcript

from one engraved on a marble slab, erected at the Jesuit’s Church outside

of the southern gate of that city, comprising the “ Inscription ” mentioned by
Bishop Smith in his narrative. Ricci reached the capital of China early in

the I7th century, and died there in 1610, aged 80. Pantoya was one of the

ablest of his immediate sucessors, and Paul Sii his most illustrious pupil.

“Like priest, like people.” Sii’s memorial shall speak for itself; and those

who are interested in it can compare it with the copy of the original. How
much of the principle and spirit of a Christian, was possessed by this ninstrious

disciple, we will not venture to say ;
some of his family still adhere to ihe faith

of their ancient fathers, while others, it is said, are “ Christians.” Of Paul Sii

himself, there are many mementoes in and about Shanghai
;
and in a temple

half way between the magistrate’s office and the south gale of the city,

there is an image of him Targe as life, and where, by imperial appointment,

lie receives divine honors ! For further particulars respecting Sii and his re-

nowned daughter Candida, we refer our readers to Du Halde, Semedo, &,c.]

Duke Sii Wanting's Apology.

Sii Kwdngki, guardian and tutor of the sons of the Imperial house,

and Chancellor of the National Institute, respectfully presents this me-

morial :

Knowing full well that the arts and sciences ofthe foreigners are in

a high degree correct, your majesty’s humble servant earnestly begs of

his sacred Intelligence, the illustrious honor of issuing a manifesto in

their behalf, so as to render his own felicity eternal, and give great tran-

quillity to ten thousand generations. Your majesty’s servant has seen,

in the Governmental Gazette, the report of the Board of Rites, im-

peaching Pantoya and others, your majesty’s European courtiers.

In that Report it is said, “ Their doctrines are penetrating deep, and

spreading wide, so that even men of eminence are believing in them

and, “ although their discourses about astronomy are absurd, yet even

scholars are falling into their cloudy visions.” By thus specifying

‘‘ men of eminence” and “ scholars,” ministers of the Board seem to

fear that trunk and branches are being alike involved. Still they have

failed to give the names of individuals. Now your servant is one of

the ministers of the Imperial Court, who has been accustomed to dis-

course with your majesty’s courtiers on religious subjects; and he is

one who believes in the many books they have published. With them

also he has been accustomed to investigate the laws of mathematics;

his earlier and later reports thereon have all been laid before the Im-
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perial presence
;
and thus also your servant is among those who have

“ discoursed about astronomy.” If, therefore, your majesty’s courtiers

are to be found guilty, how can your servant hope to be so fortunate as

to escape uncondemned by the ministers of the Board ?

As your servant for years past has been thus accustomed to engage

in discussions and investigations with these courtiers, he has become

well acquainted with them, and knows that they are not only in de-

portment and in heart wholly free from aught which can excite sus-

picion, but that they are indeed worthies and sages
;

that their doc.

trines are most correct; their regimen most strict
;
their learning most

extensive ;
their knowledge most refined

;
their hearts most true

;
their

views most steady
;
and that among the people of their own nations,

there is not one in a thousand so accomplished, or one in ten thou-

sand so talented as these men. Now the reason of their coming thou-

sands of miles eastward, is because hearing that the teachers, the sages

and worthies of China, served Heaven by the cultivation of personal

virtue, just as the teachers in their respective nations by the cultivation

of personal virtue, served the Lord of Heaven, and knowing that there

was this correspondence in principles, they desired, notwithstanding

the ditficulties and dangers by land and by sea, to give their seal to the

truth, in order that men might become good, and so realize high Heav-

en’s love to man.

According to their sayings, the service of the High Ruler is a prime

duty
;
the protection of the body and the salvation of the soul are

grand essentials; fidelity, filial piety, compassion, and love are to be

universally exercised
;
the reformation of errors and the practice of

virtue are initiatory steps; repentance and purification are the requi-

sites for personal improvement
;
the true felicity of life celestial is the

glorious reward of doing good
;
and the eternal misery of earth’s pri-

son is the bitter recompense of doing evil. All their commands and

injunctions are in the highest degree compatible with the principles of

Heaven and the feelings of men. Their laws can cause men to do

good most truly, and to depart from evil most completely, for that which

they say of the favor of the Lord of heaven’s producing, nourishing

and saving, and of his principles of rewarding the good and punishing

the evil, is perfectly plain and most strictly true
;

sufficient to move

the hearts of men and to excite in them the love and confidence, the

fear and dread, which naturally spring from internal rectitude.

Your majesty’s servant has always been accustomed to consider the

rewards and punishments ordained by the ancient rulers and kings,

and the distinctions between right and wrong laid down by our sages

and worthies, as most luminous and most perfectly adapted to guide
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men to what is good, and deter them from evil. All these, however,

can reach only his e.xternal conduct, and can not touch his inward

feelings. An example in point are the words of Sz’-m4 Tsien, “ Yen-

hwui’s untimely death, and Tauchih’s long life,” which have led men

to suspect that there is no future recompense of good and evil. Hence

deceit and guile have increased in proportion as the restraints laid

thereon have been multiplied. Where one law has been enacted, a

hundred evil practices have sprung up, disappointing the heart’s desire

for stable government, and exciting deep regret on account of the in-

adequacy of means to secure that end. With a view of supplying

this deficiency, recourse was had to the sayings of the Budhists, which

declare that there will be a recompense of good and evil after the

body dies; and that for their conduct and feelings both Yenhwuiand

Tauchih might seem to have had a recompense, which, it was sup-

posed, would cause other men without delay to depart from evil and

do good. Why then is it that during the eighteen hundred years since'

the Budhistic religion came to the East, the ways of the world and the

hearts of men have not been reformed, except it be because, though

seeming to be true, that religion is false? The doctrine of L^iu and

Chwang, as they are set forth by the Contemplatists, are dark, far-

fetched, and unreliable. All the schemes and legerdemain practiced

by the doctors of the black art, are strangely deceptive and unreason-

able. Moreover, they (his followers) wish to elevate Budha above the

high Ruler, and thus do they act in opposition to the doctrines of the

rulers and kings, the sages and worthies of antiquity. When all this

is done, on whom then shall men depend? Whom shall they follow?

If there be an absolute desire to have men do good in perfection,

then the knowledge of serving Heaven, communicated by your majes-

ty’s courtiers, is truly competent to repair and augment the royal

Institutes, to strengthen and maintain the arts of the literati, and to

restore and correct the laws of Budha. The proof of this is, that the

nations of Europe which are contiguous to each other, and more than

thirty in number, receiving and practicing this religion, during a thou-

sand and some hundreds of years up to the present time, whether great

or small, have alike been kind to each other; whether high or low,

have alike enjoyed repose
;

their prescribed boundaries have required

no guard
;
nor has their sovereignty been hereditary

;
throughout their

whole domain, there have been no deceivers nor liars; the vices of

lewdness and theft from of old have never existed
;
no one would ven-

ture to take up an article dropped upon the highway
;
and even gates

and doors of cities and houses it was not necessary to have closed

by night. As to revolt and anarchy, rebels and insurgents, not oidy
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were there no such things and no such persons, but even sucli terms and

sucli names had no existence. Thus for a long time, have these nations

enjoyed tranquillity, and their governments have been well regulated.

All their inhabitants have been thus intensely watchful only lest they

should, by falling into error, become guilty of sinning against the Lord

of Heaven. Accordingly it is most clear and most manifest that their

laws assuredly can cause men to do well.

Such is the religion and such are the manners and customs set forth

by your majesty’s courtiers
;
and having repeatedly, and in the most tho-

rough manner, examined their discourses and investigated their books,

your majesty’s servant knows that they are all perfectly free from error.

Your majesty’s servant lias heard of Yu Yu, the ancient minister

of Sijung, who gave support to the Tsin dynasty in its rise to great-

ness
;
and of Kinjihshin, the heir ofSfyih, who became an illustrious

statesman of the Han dynasty. If these men could be of essential

service to the state, it was of no moment whether they came from far

or not.

Moreover the temples and pagodas of the Budhists are to be seen

in all parts of the empire, and the lama priests are continually coming

to China. The Mohammedans also, whose sacred books have never

yet been translated, so as to be adduced as testimonies of their faith,

dynasty after dynasty have been freely tolerated with all their errors,

and everywhere they have been allowed to build their own places of

worship. Our high Emperor commanded two of his ministers Li

Chung and Wu Pehtsung, members of the Imperial Academy, with

two of the principal leaders of the Mohammedans, to translate their as-

tronomical books. The result was that they prepared the work called

K.icn Yuen Sien Shing. The doing of all this brings out to view the

sacred purposes of the first monarch of our dynasty, their profound

desire to renovate the people and perfect their customs. Hence we
see why it was that they sought out and commended [worthy men],

not excepting those of countries far remote.

Now with regard to all the writers of these two sects, the Budhist
and Rationalists, so imperfect are their doctrines and so incomplete

their laws of instruction, that, during this long period of two hundred
and fifty years (since the rise of our dynasty), they have not been able

to realize the designs of our august sovereign in giving them his

special countenance. Were the High Ruler worshiped as reverently

as Budhaand Lfiutsz’, and were your majesty’s courtiers received as

indulgently as the priests of those two sects, their royal instruction

would ri.se and flourish, and the principles of rectitude be earned to
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such a degree of perfection, as to transcend all that was witnessed in

the times ofY4u and Shun and their immediate successors.

During the seventeen years these courtiers have enjoyed your ma-

jesty’s support, no course has been opened by which they could requite

the favors so generously bestowed upon them. Though they have

earnestly and heartily desired it, yet they have found no means by

which they could display before your majesty the virtues they cherisli,

and the constancy they have maintained. But knowing these, as your

majesty’s servant has done, should he keep silence, he would be in-

deed guilty of an act of criminal concealment. Hence he has been so

rash and so presumptudus as to come forward as their intercessor.

If his sacred Intelligence would deign graciously to receive our

apology, grant a manifesto, and for a short space of lime, and on per-

fect equality with the disciples ofBudha and doctors of the T4u sect,

allow these courtiers to remain [in the empire] to promulgate their

doctrines and urge on their reformation, it is humbly conceived that,

ere many years have elapsed, the hearts of men and the ways of the

world, will be seen to have undergone a steady and gradual change,

progressing till at length there shall be one grand reformation, and

perfect virtue become universal. Then every law enacted shall go

into effect, and no command given shall be opposed. No unfaithful

minister will then be in the capital or in the provinces. The manners

of all the people without exception will be such as to render them

worthy of being employed in the imperial service. The glorious feli-

city enjoyed by your majesty’s sacred person will be infinite, and the

peace of your blessed empire perpetuated to a myriad generations!

Now since it might be difficult to secure full confidence were your

majesty’s servant allowed a hearing, or suspicious might be entertained

by those who are spectators, and thus cause much debate, your ma-

jesty’s servant, therefore, would respectfully suggest three modes of

examination to ascertain the truth regarding said these courtiers, and

also three modes of surveillance, all which herewith he begs to submit

for your majesty’s consideration. The three modes of examination are ;

ls<. Let all the courtiers, whose names have been included in the

memorials, be called to the capital
;
and let a selection be made ofyour

majesty’s ministers both in and out of the capital
;

let all these jointly

translate the standard works that have been brought from the West

;

let subjects be taken up in detail—what is said on serving Heaven

and loving man, what relates to natural and moral philosophy, to the

systems of civil government, to astronomy, to mathematics, to physic

and medicine, to agriculture and irrigation, to political economy, <fcc.;

—
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and let a distinct treatise be prepared on each of these ;
and then let

his majesty command the ministers of his own palace, in general as-

sembly, to decide whether they are correct or erroneous. And if

indeed they be subversive of the cardinal virtues and opposed to the

classics, involving wicked doctrines and sinister means, then let the

said courtiers be immediately dismissed and expelled
;
and your majes-

ty’s servant will willingly abide the punishment appointed for those who

aid and abet the deceivers of his majesty.

2rf. The words of the courtiers agreeing with those of the literati,

but being at variance with those of the Budhists and Tauists
;
therefore

all who are of those two sects, hate and detest them, and spread abroad

slanderous reports, greatly to their injury. Needful it is, then, to

decide which is right and which is wrong; and to beg your majesty

will please command that these courtiers and the most notable of the

Budhists and Tauists write in discussion, make the most thorough

investigation, and strive and seek to come to an agreement. Then,

as before, let his majesty direct that statesmen from among the literati,

in general council, decide on the merits of the case
;
and if the cour-

tiers are not preferred for what they have said, or ifthey have reasoned

fallaciously, or have been nonplused
;
then let them be immediately

dismissed and expelled, and let your majesty’s servant be punished

with them.

3rf. As it would be difficult in the translation of their books to know

where to stop, and as the Budhists and Tauists may perhaps not have

the men [competent to take part in this], let your majesty’s courtiers

be instructed to draw up a compendium of their religion, in detail,

stating its prohibitions and injunctions, with its requisitions and re-

wards. Let this, with some thirty of the volumes that have been

already translated, and ten or more of the original volumes, be to-

gether submitted for your majesty’s inspection, and if these be found

contradictory, and opposed to the principles of reason, incompetent

to urge men to do good, and to guard them from evil, to change and

improve their manners and customs
;
then immediately let these cour-

tiers be dismissed and expelled, and let your majesty’s servant be pu-

nished with them.

These are the three modes of examination [which are here suggested

in order] to ascertain the truth concerning said courtiers. The three

modes of surveillance are these :

Is^. Regarding the item of expenditure—which has specially sub-

jected your majesty’s courtiers to suspicion—both those who suspect

they make silver and gold, and those who suspect they are supported
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by the barbarian merchants [at Canton], are in error. Having volun-

tarily left their homes, and not engaging in any lucrative occupation,

they are of course the recipients of what has been contributed. At

present, however, their entire provision for food and clothing comes

from contributors in Europe; and in its transmission, by exposure to

winds and waves, to robbers and pirates, much fails to reach its des-

tination, thus causing them great distress. Yet during these twenty

years [since their arrival], they have not received from the people a

single thing, a single cash
;
and yet they fear that some, not being

observant, will suspect they received it for nought, or had obtained it

by deceit or fraud, thus adding iniquity to transgression, especially

as large demands were made on them by their extensive and varied

intercourse. By the present scheme, besides allowing to them a stipend

as heretofore, from your majesty’s Court of Banquets, let orders be

given that these courtiers may receive a measured amount of

contributions [from the Chinese] for food and clothing, and let them

be allowed to follow their own convenience, since, in their disinter-

estedness, they will never consent to receive aught beyond what is

sufficient for their personal use. A sufficient support being thus

provided, orders may be given that the barbarian merchants at Canton

forward no more presents, and that the money, which is sent on from

Europe, on its reaching the custom-house, may be intercepted and

remanded. In this way all communication [with Europe] will be

cut off, and every suspicion removed.

2d. As your maje.sty’s courtiers, in whatever place they may reside,

are competent in the most faithful manner to instruct both the

scholars and the people, whether they be poor and mean, or rich and

honorable; henceforth, therefore, in whatever place they choose to

reside, let them be allowed the exercise of their appropriate functions
;

and let the magistrate treat them with becoming courtesy, allowing

them to influence and guide whomsoever they please. Should the

magistrate, in any case, be unable to repose confidence in them,

then let tliem commarid the scholars and people—selecting such as

have character and property,—to unite in companies of ten or twenty

families, anil give bonds of security to the magistrate for them.

Should it indeed happen that any of the teachers, losing their virtue,

conduct themselves in an irregular manner, harboring vain purposes,

uttering wicked words, and displaying a want of principle, then let

them, according to what has been proposed, be expelled and banished
;

and let those who gave bonds for them, share in their guilt. Such

as are without any bond.s for their .security, must not be allowed to re-
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main in the country. Should any of the people, hearing rumors of

their behaving in an irregular manner, bring accusations against

them, then let the magistrates be required to investigate the facts, and

search out the true circumstances of the case. Thus the practice of

deceit will be impossible
;
and those who are true, and those who are

hypocritical, will be brought out to view in their own characters.

3ft. If the native securities unite to conceal and hide offenders so as

to make it difficult to repose confidence, then again, let the magistrates

be instructed at any time they please to make careful investigation.

After having former offenders at once exposed, then let all such native

scholars and people, as have maintained a pure and elevated course of

conduct, be allowed to choose their own teachers
;
and let these teach-

ers, each being furnished from the magistracy with a stamped and du-

ly authenticated register in duplicate, be required, by means of these

to make, at the magistrate’s office, a continued report. At the year's

end, let each magistrate carefully examine all those who have followed

these teachers, and afterwards transfer into a separate register, the

names of all such as either have not been accused, or if accused have

not been found guilty. Once in three years let there be a general ex-

amination; and let the magistrates and teachers freely commend all

those who, having followed this religion, are not only free from all er-

ror and crime, but have made many and commendable advances in

well doing
;

let them also ascertain the number, and determine the

degree of criminality of such as are guilty of wicked conduct; and let

those who gave bonds for the san)e, in like manner receive due punish-

ment. If there be those who have purposely offended, and who after

having been warned and admonished by their associates and teachers,

will not reform, then let these be reported to the magistrates that their

names may be removed from the register. Should any be informed

against by their own associates before their names are removed from

the registeVs
;
or should the offenses of any one, committed before

entering this religion be subsequently discovered; in all such cases, let

the criminality be restricted to the offenders themselves, and let their

associates be in no way implicated. By this means, officers of govern,

ment will have reliable registers for reference, and all the people can

clearly see that due examination has been made; and though the num-

ber of disciples be small, each in his own sphere will be useful. More-

over, if the Budhists and Tauists should ever succeed in raising reli-

gious discussions, there will be no further necessity for any scheme

that can produce excitement; since it will only be needful, carefully

distinguishing between the people and the teachers, to have all cases
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examined, and rewards and punishments meted out by the methods

now proposed ; in no very long lapse of time it will be abundantly evi-

dent who is right and who wrong, which is useful and which injurious.

Your majesty’s servant, with profoundest reverence, begs to lay the

foregoing clauses before his sacred Intelligence, to scan and to select,

and to cause to be carried into effect such as shall be deemed desira-

ble. Being younger than the ministers of the Board of Rites, he would

not presume to place himself in collision with them nor oppose their

words. This only he does: after the most thorough and careful in-

vestigation he clearly sees, [and testifies] that for perfecting the adminis-

tration of the empire, and securing peace and good government, noth-

ing can surpass this that is taught by your majesty’s courtiers. If

now the recommendation of the Board be granted, these men mu.>«t at

once return to their own countries. Knowing so much and having

said so little in their behalf, your majesty’s servant is filled with the

deepest regret, and therefore, after having fasted and performed the

requisite ablutions, he does not shrink from the responsibility of laying

their case before the Throne.

As to the things which ministers of the Board say they have heard,

they are only such as your servant himself heard in former days, and

which tlien filled him with su.spicion. But after years of careful ex-

amination and inquiry,—when he had a sincere mind to see the truth

in them, and was able to understand them most thoroughly, then his

confidence became strong and undoubting. Were there indeed the

smallest reason for entertaining suspicion regarding these men, then

there might be some shadow of doubt in your servant’s mind
; and

although free from the smallest fault, yet if these men were not truly

sages and worthies, then too, they might not be of great advantage
;

and it would be to your servant of little moment, whether they were

sent away or were retained.

As it regards the improvement of the imperial Calendar, that is also

a matter of little importance. Being as he is, however, one of those

ministers who are appointed to attend on his majesty, how can your

servant dare rashly to plead in their behalf, insult and deceive his

princely Father, and expose himself to condign punishment ! If minis-

ters of the Board would but examine and inquire thoroughly, as your

servant has done, then he apprehends that they would not be behind

him in advocatiitg their cause.

Your servant in rashly presuming to approach the Heavenly Majesty,

is overwhelmed with infinite fear and dread, while he earnestly await*

the imperial mandate in reply to this memorial
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Art. III. Japan: A Translation ofthe I2th Chapter ofthe Hdi-kwoh

Tu Chi,
jl^ jg^jm or Notices ofForeign Countries, illustrat-

ed with Maps and Engravings. Published at the city of Ydng-

chaufu iti Kidngsu, in the summer of 1847.

[This work now consists of sixty chapters, ten having been added to the

first edition, which appeared in J 842. The compiler VVei-yuen, a native

of Shau-yang in Hunan, and a subordinate officer of the Council, tells us in

the preface, that it is based upon Commissioner Lin’s Sz'-chau Chi, or Notices

of the Islands in the Four Seas, which was translated from the writings of

foreigners, or drew its information from them : it divides the whole into eigh-

teen parts, which are set forth in classical and somewhat obscure language.

The 1st section enjoins the necessity of taking advantage of barbarian power
and inventions, to resist the barbarians, and to be on a proper footing with

them. This may be said to be the grand object of the book, which then

proceeds to give a geographical and historical account of all the nations in

Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. The closing chapters direct attention

to the superiority of barbarians in their method of circulating news, ship-build-

ing, and gunnery ;
and are filled with woodcuts representing things and pro-

cesses, &c. Amongst barbarians, the English occupy a prominent place.

The translator was induced to undertake a version of the 12th Chapter by
a remark in the Chinese Repository of September 1847, where the Hai-kwoh
Tii Chi is reviewed, and its authorship ascribed to Lin: “The 12th book
on Japan,” says the reviewer, “is an original collection, little known to our
book-makers.” This is doubtless true ; but it is feared that the amount of
useful matter contained in it is scarce sufficient to repay the trouble of cloth-

ing it in an English dress. It serves as an instance of the extreme unfitness

of a Chinese to accomplish such a task as the compiler of the work pro-

posed to himself. He adds no comment or information of his own, but is

content with giving extracts from The Chronicles of the Ming Dynasty ;

The Art of VVar ; History arranged in Chapters, by Yu Ching-sieh
;
Notes of

particulars of Foreign States, by ChiU Lun-tUng
; Geography of the whole

world, by Nan Hwai-cha; Comparative Inquiry concerning the four Bar-
barian Races, published under the present dynasty, or by Imperial Authority;

Annals of Macao; Universal Geography ; and the Postscript of Shun kitig.J
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A Notice of Foreign Countries, illustrated with Mc^s and De-

signs. Chapter XII.

The Book of the Southeastern Ocean; in which the insular states

omitted in the original work are supplied.

Here follows an abstract of history, regarding the Japanese Islands.

Nothing has been transcribed from the annalists of the dynasties pre-

ceding the Ming, as they have no reference to the maritime defenses.

Chronicles of the Ming.

Jili-pun (Japan) was in ancient times the dependent state of

Wo
;
in the period Hanhang* of the Tdng dynasty, a. d.

670, its name was changed to Jih-pun (the Day-spring), frorn its

proximity to the rising of the sun in the Eastern Ocean. It is a

land surrounded by water; and only in its north-eastern extremity

are there high mountains. It contains five ki or principalities,

t

seven circuits or departments, and three islands, which are subdivided

into 115 prefectures, comprising 587 districts. The ^smaller states

Jadjoining it] are all subject to its rule : the lesser of these are 100 U
in extent, the larger not above 500 ;

the least populous have 1000, the

most, 10,000 or 20,000 inhabitants. The sovereignty is hereditairy, J

and the ministry also hold place by virtue of descent.

Until the time of the Sung dynasty (950— 1280), there had been

communication under every dynasty between the Central Kingdom

and Japan, which had paid tribute regularly, without any interruption

;

but after this, although the founder of the Yuen (Kublai khan) sent

envoys several times to require it, it did not arrive, and he according-

ly gave orders to Fan Wan-hu and others to take a fleet with a hun-

dred thousand men, and reduce Japan to subjection
;
these got as

far as Wii-lung shan, where they encountered a gale in which the

whole force was lost, and there wasJ^hen no more intercourse between

the two countries, until the close of the Yuen (1360).

At the commencement of the Ming, the Japanese availed themselves

of the circumstance of the troops of the Central Kingdom being other-

wise engaged, to make frequent piratical descents upon the maritime

districts. In the 2d year of Hungwu (1368), an envoy was dispatch-

ed with an imperial letter [of greeting], who was withal to inform

* Hiinhang. In the reign of Kautsung, during which the name of the period

was changed thirteen times. Christianity is supposed to have been introduced

into China by the Nestorians under this monarch, A. D. 654—678.

t K{ is classically the domain of the Emperor, tOOO U in extent.—See Boajk

of Odes.

4 Lit. the sovereign is hereditarily surnamed wt'.ng, the king.
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himself of the cause of these incursions. The Japanese showed no

respect for the Emperor’s commands, but continued their raids as be-

fore. Tribute was frequently tendered, but as the proper document

never came with it, it was always rejected.

In the 20th year of this monarch (1386), Ku Teh-hing, the Marquis

of Ki^inghi^,* was directed to proceed to Fuhkien, and Tangho, Duke

of Sinkwoh, to Chehki4ng, to put in order the defenses of the coast.

The former province was called upon to furnish a hundred vessels,

and Kwdngtung a double contingent. It fell at this time that Hu Wei-

yungt was projecting his rebellion, and he applied to Japan to aid him

therein. The king commissioned J u-yau, a Budhist priest, to put

himself at the head of some four hundred troops, who, he was to give

out, were bearers of tribute; and the present he sent was a large mass

of wax, in which were concealed arms and gunpowder : but by the

time these reached China, Hu Wei-yung was overthrown, and on the

affair coming to light, it was determined to break off all intercourse

with Japan, and to devote especial attention to the protection of the

coast [against its hostility]. Subsequently, when the memoranda of

the founder of the dynasty were drawn up, Japan was added to the

number of unconquered states, fifteen in all.

At the beginning of the reign Yungloh (1401), tribute was sent,

and the proper address with it
;
and the pirates of Tui-ma and Tai-chi

having just then been plundering the inhabitants of the coast, the Em-
peror wrote to command the king of Japan to seize them. The latter

thereupon sent forth his troops, captured them all, bound fast their

leaders, twenty in number, and delivered them up. From this time

whenever tribute was transmitted to China, such pirates as had been

* Hau of KiAnghiii, i. e. Marquis of Ki^nghiil ; kung of Sinkwoh, i. e.

Duke of Sinkwoh. Tlie five titles of Chinese nobilities, kung, hau, pch, tsz'

nan, are explained to be indicative of certain qualities in those to whom they

were given
;
kung had regard to the public good

;
hau, expelled for their virtues

waited for better times
;
peh were bright men of intelligence

;
tsz’ were capable

of training others : and nan of sustaining important and responsible duties.

Bridgman’s Chrestomathy, page 592. The first three, kung, hau, and peh, exist-

ed under the Hid and Shang dynasties, some two thousand years before the

Christian rera. In the time of the latter, there were four peh hau over the East,

West, North, and South. Wan-wiing, for instance, the father of Wii-wang, who
founded the succeeding dynasty of Chau, was peh hau of the west; under the

control of each of these were 200 chii hau. The titles tsz’ and nan do not ap-

pear to have been granted till the accession ofWu-wSng; he made a fresh par-

tition of the Empire, dividing it into 800 small states, B. C. 1100. Kidnghii
was in Hilpeh, Sinkwoh in Kiangsit. Under the Ming, the revenues of these

fies reverted in part to the holders of the titles.

1 H6 Wei-yung, an intriguing minister of high rank under the founder of

the Ming, was convicted of sedition, overthrown and beheaded about J379.

18VOL. XIX. NO. 111.
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taken were forwarded with it; and the address to the Emperor, accom-

panying the tribute, ran as follows; “ If, on the islands of your Majes-

ty’s servant there be persons without regular calling, who engage

in piracy, it is indeed without the knowledge of your servant, and he

prays your indulgence (or that their fault be not laid to his charge).”

The pirates however were not exterminated until the 1 7th year (1418),

when Lin-kiang, the general commanding in Liautung put them to

great rout at Wang-hai-wo, after which their irruptions were less fre-

quent; but neither did envoys come with tribute from Japan. Be-

tween the fourth and eighth years of the reign Chingtung (1459-6I1),

the Japanese, with forty sail, made a series of descents upon the depart-

ment of Tiii-chau and the district of Taiming. To this they were

instigated by two men of Hwang-yen and Lung-yen who had been op-

pressed by bond-service,* and had, accordingly, deserted to Japan

as far back as the period Hunghi (1424/

The Japanese were naturally cunning ; they would always put on

board some of the produce of their own country, and at the same time

weapons of war
;
with these they would stand off and on until an oppor-

tunity offered, when they would display their arms and make a wild

inroad on the coast; should none occur, they would parade their pro-

duce, styling it ” tribute to the crown.” The southeast coast %vas much

afflicted by them. Their envoys too often put people to death, and

otherwise transgressed the laws; the object of all of them in coming

with tribute was to benefit by trade, and to connect themselves with

the more daring and crafty of the inhabitants of the coast ; thus they

were either bearers of tribute or freebooters, as it suited them.

In the 27th year of Kiatsing (1547), the siunfuf Chu Hwan strictly

prohibited this intercourse, and beheaded those who carried it on : he

was for this cause very unpopular with a large portion of the inhabi-

tants of Chehki^ng and Fuhkien, who having been up to this time

the chief patrons of the Japanese in China, now lost the profit of their

trade, and as, in several memorials to the Throne, he farther accused

the majority, in plain terms, of correspondence with the Japanese, the

* Forced to render the bond-service once exacted from all vassals of the em-
pire, or having been over-pressed in the levies. In ancient times the personal

service was very distressing, two out of three being called on to serve in time of
war before the establishment of a regular army

;
after which the land appears

to have been taxed for the pay and support of troops. The levies were formerly

called ydu subsidies yuh •be term ynu-yuk in the text applies to

the former requisition.—See Meadows on Land Tenure; Trans, of Asiatic So-
ciety in China, 1847. Also Chi. Rep. Vol. XVIII. page 569.

t .3 siunfii is now the governor of a province.
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population of these provinces detested him so much that the Censor *

Chau Liing, a native of Fuhhien, impeached him, and applied to have

the office of siunfn changed to that of sinn-sht, so that his power might

be destroyed. His prayer was supported by his party at court, and in

the end complied with
;
Chu Hwan was afterwards stripped of office

in consequence, and being implicated in a charge contrived against

him of inflicting capital punishment upon his own responsibility, de-

stroyed himselft After this there were no other siunfu appointed for

four years. The prohibitions regarding foreign intercourse fell once

more into desuetude, and disorder multiplied exceedingly.

When the founders of this dynasty, the Ming, settled the establish-

ment of Chehkiang, they made regulations for the trading vessels, to

the superintendence of which there was appointed a eunuch, who
resided at Ningpo, and, when the merchantmen came in, fixed the

price of their cargoes; the control and management of their crews

were in the hands of the authorities.

In the time of Shi^sung ( 1522-6.>), eunuchs were dismissed through-

out the empire from posts of command, and these commissioners of

customs were also abolished. The cunning inhabitants of the coast

therefore possessed themselves of the profit of the trade, which con-

tinued in the hands of mercantile people, until communication with

foreigners was strictly prohibited
;

it then passed into those of persons

of birth or station, who repudiated their debts to the Japanese to a

worse degree than the others had done. When they were pressing in

their demands for money, these men so scared the officials by their

alarming language, that the latter would have exterminated the Ja-

panese; but as soon as the troops were about to take the field, they

* A censor, as his title implies, charged with a certain circuit of inspection, or

representing certain provinces, as far as their surveillance is concerned. See
Morrison’s View of China, p. 91). What was the difference between a siun-shi

and a siun-fa, does not appear.

t The Fang Hai Pi-lun
M.

shows that he was accused of

training the law, for putting to death some ninety persons as pirates who had
been made prisoners, and forced to act as such. This was not until the power
of the malcontents and others who had complete command of the seas, had com-
pelled government to prohibit positively all maritime intercourse with foreigners.

The rovers appear to have been chiefly Fuhkien men : their families and pro-

perty on shore were left untouched while they scoured the coast, assuming the

titles and state of monarchy. ChQ Hwiin’s memorial repelled the charge brought
against him, by showing that with the existing interdict in force, these people

alledged to have been captured, had no business to put themselves iu the way
of the pirates, who could not have got at them had they obeyed the laws

;
and

he insisted upon the guilt of those whom he had beheaded. He fell, however,
the victim of an intrigue as the text relates.
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wheedled them into moving off, telling them, “ We do not mean not to

pay * you the full amount sometime or other.” The Japanese lost

the produce of their own country, and being unable to return home,

were very indignant. Meanwhile, the leading bad characters (of

China) such as Wang Chih, Sii Hai, Chin Tung and Mayeh, who
had always been lying perdu amongst them, discontented with the

Inner Land, escaped to the islands, and became the chief advisers of the

Japanese, whom they induced to make descents upon China, which

was accordingly ravaged by large bodies of pirates in separate squad-

rons, who wore the dress and counterfeited the fl.ags and signals of

Japan. So that the troubles [supposed to be] wrought by the natives

of that country daily increased^

The Emperor now decided upon re-appointing a siunfu, and

Wang Sii, a Censor, was appointed accordingly in the 7th moon of the

31st year ( 1551 ) ;
but the pirates had become so formidable that it was

impossible to exterminate them. At the commencement of the

dynasty, fortified posts had been erected along the coast at all places

of importance, and vessels of war had been stationed at those of

which the command had been given to tu-sz'\. The siiin~shi and tu-

sz’ I had by these means kept them in check at all points, and a

long peace had ensued, during which the ships of w'ar became un-

serviceable, vacancies occurred in the ranks, and when an alarm

was given, fishing-boats had to be taken up to act as cruisers
; but as

the troops put on board these had not been used to their exercise, and

fighting was not the particular vocation of the crews of such vessels,

as soon as those of the pirates were known to be coming, they fled

on the first report of their approach
;
and as there were not either any

commanders fit to put themselves at the head of the Chinese, wherever

they came they did terrible mischief

In the 3d moon of the32d year (1552), WfingChih and the Japanese

made a descent with a large force ; their united ships, some hundreds

in number, covered the sea as they went. The alarm was given

simultaneously both east and west of the Cheh river, and north and

south of the Yangtsz’ kifing, for several thousand li. They stormed the

* Produce ; the word tsz' may mean wealth, money, &c., but a reference to the

J^ang Hai Pi Ldn quoted above will show that it here signifies the cargo they

w&re to have disposed of for the state, of which they could render no account,

and so being unable to return to Japan, quartered themselves on the islands, and
took to piracy out of revenge, as well as with a view of making up what they

had lost by the dishonesty of the Chinese.
t Tii-sz’, ranking as a major of the British army, or commander of the navy.

} Civilians of rank.
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fort of Chang-kwoh, and in the 4th moon, invaded T'ai-tsSng chau,

stormed the town of Shanghai, sacked Kidng-yin, and attacked

ChSpu. In the 8th moon, they plundered the station of Kin-sh.an,

and broke into the districts of Tsungming, Chdng-shuh and Kiating.

In the 1st moon of the 33d year (1553), they moved out of Tai-

tsing upon Siichau, which they pillaged; attacked Sungkidng, and

repassing the river rapidly, made a stand to the north of it in Tung-

chau and T'^i-chau. In the 4th moon, they razed Kiishen to the

ground, stormed the town of Tsungming, ravaged Suchau fii a second

time, and made their way into the district town of Tsungteh. In the

6th moon, they proceeded by way of W u-kiang to Kia-hing, after pil-

laging which they returned to Cheh-lin (the wood of Cheh), where they

took up a position, and went to and fro in every direction just as if

they were in an uninhabited country. Wing Sii not being able to do

anything, was in a short time removed to Ta-tung (in Shinsi) to be

siimfu there
;
his place being supplied by Li Tien-chung. By the Em-

peror’s desire Chang King, president of the Board of War assumed the

general control of military operations, raised troops on all sides, and

advanced to exterminate the enemy with his united forces. At this

time their haunts were at Chuensha marsh, and in the wood of Cheh,

from which they made forays in all directions.

In the 7th moon of the following year (1554), the pirates seized

some [government] vessels, with which they made an irruption into

Ch^ipii and Hai-ning. They rased Tsungteh to the ground, and pro-

ceeding thence to Tangtsih, ravaged it, with Sin-shf, Hingtang, and

Shwinglin
;
and assaulted the district town of Teh-tsing. In the 5th

moon, again uniting themselves with some fre.shly arrived Japanese,

they made a sudden descent upon Kiahing, but on reaching the stream

of W^ng-king, they were attacked with success by Ch.'ing King, who

beheaded upwards of 1900 of them; the rest escaped to Cheh-lin.

The new comers once more laid waste the region about Siichau, their

ravages extending to Kiangyin and Wii-sih; and they crossed and

landed from the Tai Hu, or Great Lake, without opposition from any

one.

There were on an average three native Japanese in every ten, the

remaining seven [were Chinese, who] followed the others. In action

they used to drive their prisoners on in front, and their discipline was

such that all these fought till they died. The government troops, on

the other hand, always weak and cowardly, fled before them in great

confusion wherever they came. The Emperor accordingly dispatch-

ed Ch^u Wan-hwa, a vice-president of the Board of Works, to take
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the chief command, and to look into the state of the army. He was

a covetous man, who promoted the undeserving and left merit unre-

warded; so that the troops became more and more disorganized. Ch^ng

King and Li Tienchung were both put in chains, and superseded by

Chau Chung and Hu Tsunghien. A month elapsed, and the former

ended his career, being relieved by Yang f-shi. The robbers mean-

while extended their power gradually on the north and south of the

Yangtsz’ ki^ng, and the east and west of the river Cheh, until there

was no place in which traces of them were not to be met with.

Every new Japanese reinforcement fired its own vessels. From
Hingchau fu they passed west, and pillaging Shun-ng^n, fell suddenly

on the district town of Hih in Hwuichau
;
thence they came to Tsih-

ki and Sing-teh, and marched rapidly through Kinghien to Ninling.

From this they passed on to Wu-hii, burned N^n-ng^n, burst upon

the prefecture of T4i-ping, attacked the market-town of Kiangning,

and moved directly upon N inking. Dressed in red, with yellow caps,

they attempted the great gate Nganteh of that city, and KiAh-kang,

in good order, but [unable to make an impression] they retired quick-

ly upon Moh-ling-kw4n, passed through Lih-shui to Lih-y^ing and

1-hing, which they plundered
;
then, hearing that the government

troops were advancing from the Great Lake, they crossed VVu-tsin,

and on reaching Wiisih halted at Hwui-shm, after flying in one day

and night some 180 li. At IIu-y6, they were surrounded by the troops,

and pursued toYanglin Bridge, where they were entirely cut to pieces.

In this affair, the robbers were never above 60 or 70 in number,

and yet they marched several tens of li, massacred and wounded

perhaps 4000 people
;
and this during some eighty days before they

were exterminated. These things came to pass in the 9th moon of

the 34th year (15.51), and Ts4u Pang-fii, sn/rj/i/ of Yingtien reported

a victory. Chau Wan-hw4, envious of his fame, assembled the forces

of Chehki.'ing and Chihli, and accompanied by Tsung Hien, came

with them in person, engaging Tsfiii-Pang-fii to cooperate with hinj

in exterminating the Japanese in their haunt at Tau-tsih. They

pushed forward simultaneously by different routes, and pitched their

camp by the brick bridge ofSungkiing. The enemy, all tried men,

came on to the assault, and put them to great rout. Chau Wan-hwa’s

courage failed him, while that of the banditti increased. In the 10th

moon, some Japanese landed in Lohising, and made a foray into

IIwAng-yen, Sien-kii, Funghwi, Yiiy!au, and ShAng-yii. The multi-

tude killed or captured by them was incalculable, and though the whole

number in Ching-hien, where they were all distroyed, ifid not amount
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to quite 200, they had managed to find their way a considerable dis-

tance into three prefectures, ravaging the country for fifty days conse-

cutively before they were put down.

At an earlier period, a band of them had spread through Shantung

from Jih-chflu to the garrison town of 'rung-ngan, after plundering

which they had gone on to Hw^i-ng^n, Kien-yii, Muh-yang, and

Tau-yuen, until they were stopped at Tsingho by the rains. All that

the troops of Sii-chau, and Pei-chau destroyed did not after all amount

to more than a few score of men, while the region which had suffered

from their outrages was upwards of a thousand li in extent, and such

was their ferocity they had massacred above a thousand people. Chau

Wan-hw4 was aware that ever since his defeat at the Brick bridge,

the power of the Japanese had gone on increasing; that those at

Cheh-lin, who had moved over to Chau-pn, and joined the others who

lay off their old haunt at Chuen-sh^, and the High bridge of Ki^-ting,

were perfectly independent
;
and that not a day passed without fresh

incursions being made, and outrages committed by them
;

notwith-

standing he reported that piracy was put down, and solicited his recall.

In the 2d moon of the following year (1555), Yang-i was succeed-

ed by Tsung Hien, and Yuen Ngo was made iiunfu of Chehkidng.

Tsung Hien prayed the Emperor to send an envoy with written in-

structions to the king of Japan to prohibit, and put an end to the

piracy of the islanders; and he endeavored to induce the traitorous

merchants who had been guilty of foreign intercourse to return to

China, by promises of reward and exemption from punishment. His

proposal being approved by his Majesty, upon the receipt of a reply to

that effect, he sent offTsiang Chau, and Chin Ko-yuen, graduates of

Ningpo, on the above errand. In process of time the latter came

back, and represented that at the Wutau (Five Islands), he had fiillen

in with W5n Chih and Mau Hai-fung, who told him that there had

been a revolution in Japan, that its king and his ministers were all

dead
;

that its islands were no longer under one head of govern-

ment ; and that, to put a stop to piracy, the emperor's manifesto must

have general circulation throughout the Archipelago. He farther said

that the people at Sa-mo-chau, although they had gone to sea as if

for that purpose, had no desire to commit piracy, and were now beg-

ging to be allowed to bring tribute and to trade, in which case they

were ready to show their zeal by destroying the pirates : Tsi ng Chau

had been left to proumlgethe Imperial commands throughout the differ-

ent islands, and he. Chin Ko-yuen, had been sent back. Upon Tsung

Hien’s memorial being referred to them, the Board of War rejoin-
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cd :
“ Wang Chih and the rest are registered subjects of China. When

they talked of exerting themselves thus in evidence of their submis-

sion, they should have forthwith disbanded their troops ; but without

saying aught upon this subject, they have simply requested leave to

bring tribute, and open a trade, in covert imitation of dependent states.

Their craftiness is beyond the reach of speculation, and it is therefore

the duty of the Board to direct the governor-general (whose memorial

they were considering), to make the power of the state to be feared, to

push forward its defenses with energy, and to write to Wang Chih and

the rest, and desire them to prove that they are in earnest by extir-

pating the pirates, and destroying their haunts in Chusan. Should

perfect tranquillity be restored to the maritime districts, favor and re-

compense will of course follow thereon.”

At this time Chehkiang, on both sides of the river, was harassed

by the Japanese. In the district of Tsz’-ki, they burned and massacred

with great ferocity, and also in that of Yiiyau, though to a less ex-

tent. In the west of the province, Cheh-lin, Chapu, Wu-chin, and

Tsau-lin, were all haunts of these marauders, of whmn, from first to

last, upwards of twenty thousand had come. In the 7th moon, Tsung

H ien, who had received the Imperial commands to devise some feasi-

ble policy without delay, reported that the pirate chief M^u Hai-fung,

after Chin Koyuen’s return, had defeated the Japanese once in Chu-

san, and again at Lih-piau
;
and had sent some of his band to call

upon the several islands in the Emperor’s name to unite their troops

(or subjects) in the common cause, and to exert themselves in token

of their allegiance; for all which service he requested that he might

be handsomely rewarded. The Board desired Tsung Hien to do what

might seem to liim good.

At this time Sii H^i, Chin Tung, and Mayeh were beseiging Tung-

hi^ng with their combined forces. Tsung Hien found means to set

them against one another, and Sii Hai consequently seized Chin

Tung and Mdyeh to testify his own submission, and cut off all their fol-

lowers at Chapii. Not long after this, the army came upon Sii H4i

himself at Liang-chwang ; he was beheaded, and his band utterly

annihilated.

The south of Kiiingnan and the west of Chehkiang were now

tolerably free from pirates
;
but in the north of the former province,

af'er overrunning Tan-yiing, and pillaging Kwa-chau, where they

burned the grain-junks, the Japanese renewed their inroads in the

spring of the following year (1556). They invaded Jii-k4u and H.ii-

mun, assaulted the town of Tung-chau, and after plundering Yang,
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chau and K'lu-yii came into Pdu-ying. They then made tlieir way

into tlie department of Hwai-ngan, and assembled at Miau-w in (Tem-
ple Bay), where after a year had elapsed they were suppressed. Those

in the east of Chehkiang retreated to Chusan, where they were sur-

prised at different times by the troops of government.

Tsiang Chau, who had been left behind at Fung-hau to make known

the Emperor’s commands to the islands, had dispatched a Budhist

priest to Shin-k'au and other islands to declare to them his Majesty’s

prohibitions against piracy. Yuen l-chdng, the military officer com-

manding at Shan-k'au, now forwarded certain persons who had been in

captivity, with a letter, which, however, he sealed with the stamp of

the king. Yuen 1-chin, the protector or civil governor of Fung-hau,

sent over Teh-y^ng, a Budhist priest, and others, with some of the

produce of the island, and a memorial, wherein he returned thanks for

his pardon, acknowledged his transgressions, and requested a passport

for the deputation in charge of this tfibute; under whose escort Tsi^-ng

Chau returned.

Some time before this, Ching Shun-kung, whom Y;1ng-i had detached

to cruise and make observations, having gone into Fung-hau, the lord

of that island in like manner sent Tsing-shau, a Budhist priest, on

board his vessel [to proceed to China], and return thanks for his pardon,

and to state that the piracies from first to last had been caused by the

traitorous merchants of China secretly instigating the barbarians of the

islands to such acts; of which neither Yuen 1-chin nor Yuen 1-ch^ng

had any cognizance. Upon this, Tsung Hien represented the facts

in a memorial, in which he showed that Fung-hau and Shink’au, the

only islands visited by Tsiang Chau in the two years that he had been

absent on his mission, had presented tribute, but either without the

proper stamped document or certificate, or with a document stamped,

but ^without the title of the king therein appearing
;
both of which

things were opposed to the laws of the realm : still as [the governor of

Funghau],in sending tribute and returning people who had been

captured, had certainly shown a sense of his past errors, and an anxi-

ety to be forgiven, it would be but right to dismiss his envoy politely,

and he might be told to instruct Yuen 1-ch^ng and Yuen 1-chin to

transmit orders to the king of Japan to seize all the leading insurgents

there, and all traitorous Chinese
;

after which permission would be

given them to send tribute. This was approved by the Emperor.

In the meantime, W.ing Chih had taken up his abode in one of the

islands, where he and his comrades WangNgdu, Yeh Sung-mwin,

S16 IIo and Wang Tsing-ki collected a large number of followers, and
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persuaded the Japanese pirates to join them that they might employ

them as their men of valor. The Emperor went so far as to tempt

him with an offer of the hereditary rank of earl, and a thousand pieces

of money; but without effect. The government forces at this period

were in fair order, and the Japanese, although fierce antagonists, were

destroyed in large numbers; so that of the population of a whole is-

land not a man would return
; and as this was a constant occurrence,

the people murmured against Wang Chih, who himself began to be

uneasy thereat. Tsung Hien, who was from the same district,

and had housed his mother and family at Hingchau, now sent Tsiing

Chau to him with a letter from his relations, and Wdng Chih being thus

assured that his family had suffered no harm, was somewhat moved.

Yuen f-chin and the rest were likewise gratified at the permission

given them to trade with China, and they sent their kinsfolk Shen

Ysu and others, forty in number, in a large vessel which they had

built, and with them Wang ChiW and his party who came to offer tri-

bute and to trade.

In the 10th moon of the 36th year (1556), these all arrived at Shdn-

k4ng, in Chusan, where the authorities supposing them to have come

on a piratical expedition, turned out the garrison. Wang Chih how-

ever dispatched Wang Ngdu to present himself to Tsung Hien, who

immediately dismissed him, and as W^ng Chih had expressed a wish

that an officer of rank should be sent to his friends as a hostage, Hid.

Ching, a chi-hwui* was ordered to go to him as a pledge of good faith,

which done, Wang Chih, Tsing Mwdn, andTsingki presented them-

selves to the great satisfaction ofTsung Hien, who received them with

the utmost politeness, and desired them to go and pay their respects to

Wang Pun-ku, the Commissioner of Inquiry.! He treated them as if

they were subordinate officers, at which when informed of it, Wdng
Ngdu and the rest were so enraged that they cut Hid Ching to pieces,

burned their ship, landed on the island, seized Shan-kdng, and reso-

lutely defended it for more than a year. New-comers from Japan ar-

rived in large numbers, and made frequent descents upon the three

districts in the east of Chehkiang. Those at Shan-kang removed to

Ho-mei, built fresh vessels, and made voyages. Tsung Hien did not go

in pursuit of them.

In the 11th moon, the pirates directed their course southward, and

anchored at Wuyii in the department of Tsiuen-chau; they ravaged

* A military officer of the rank of colonel or brigadier, under the Ming. The
present dynasty has no such title in its army list.

t Siun-iigdiiy a ceusoi sent to make a circuit of inquiry into particular ab uses.
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the districts of Tung-ngdn, Hwui-ngdn, and N5n-ngan, assaulted Fuh-

ning chau, and after storming Fuh-ngan and Ningteh, in the fourth

inuou of the following year (1557), they blockaded Fuhchau, and did

not raise the siege for a month. The towns of Fuhtsing and Yung-

fuh were also attacked and destroyed by them
;
they spread down as

far as Hinghw'i, and thence made a sudden irruption into ChS.ng-

chau. The scene of their troubles had been entirely shifted into Fuh-

kien, and in Chauchau and Kwangchau (Canton) much alarm was

caused by the report.

In the 40th year (1560), the pirates were successively put down to the

northeast of the river Cheh and the north of the Yang-tsz’, but Tsung

Hien was convicted not long after of .some offense, and superseded.

In the llth moon of the following year they leveled the city of Hing-

hwa to the ground, putting a large number to the sword, and making

many prisoners, with whom they took possession of the garrison town

of Pinghdi, where they remained without stirring.

Since they first began their incursions into Chehkiang, they stormed

both large and small district and garrison towns, a hundred or more,

but never until now the chief city of a department
;
and their doing

so, in this instance, created so serious an alarm, far and near, that the

generals Yu Td-yii, Tsih Kf-kwang, and Liu Hien, were moved up

with all speed. These officers attacked them conjointly, and routed

them
;
and as those who were making raids into other districts were

likewise overcome by them, peace was quite restored to Fuhkien.

Kwdngtung was after this extensively ravaged by Tsang Yih-pun,

Ilwing Chau-t'di, and others, all of whom brought with them Japanese

allies. In the period Lung-king (1565-71), they stormed the garrison

towns of Kieh-sheh and Kiahtsz’. They attacked Sheh-ching in Hwa-

chau, razed to the ground the station of Kinning and the fort of

Shinlui
;
and the towns of Wu-chuen, Ydng-kiang, Mdu-ming, Hai-

fung, Sin-ning, and Hwuilai were all fired, and their inhabitants made

prisoners. They then turned [southward] towards Luichau fii, Lien-

chau fii, and Kiungchau fu (Hdindn I.), which three prefectures also

suffered from their outrages.

In the 2d year of Wanlih (1573), they invaded the departments of

Ningpo, Shdu-shing, Taichau, and Wanchau, in the east of Cheh-

kidng, and destroyed the fort of Tungku and the station of Shwdng-

yii in Kwdngtung. In the 3d year (1574), they attacked T'ien-peh

(Tin-plk)
;
in the 4th (1575), Tinghdi (Chusan) ; in the 8th (1579),

Kiu-shdn, in Chehkidng, and Pang-hu (the Pescadores) and Tung-

yung in Fuhkien. In the 10th year (1587), they invaded the depart-
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ment of Wanchau, and made a second descent upon Kw^ngtung. In

the 10th year (1687), they returned upon Chehkiang; but the pro-

vincial government, warned by the disasters of the period Kiitsing

(already detailed), had strengthened the sea defenses no little, so that

wherever the pirates came they were constantly worsted. Kwangtung

meanwhile was invaded by some whom the rdnArtd* pirate, Liang Pun-

hau, had leagued with and brought in. The disorder wrought by

them increased to such a pitch that the governor-general Chin Sui as-

sembled a force, attacked them, sank upwards of a hundred of their

vessels, and beheaded 1600, Liang Punh§u being amongst the num-

ber. The Emperor ordained a thanksgiving, himself sacrificing at the

high altars and in the Imperial temples ;t he proclaimed a victory

throughout the empire, and received the congratulations of his Court.

The government of Japan had been from ancient days monarchical
;

the minister next in importance and dignity to the sovereign being

styled the kwan-pih. At the time of which we are speaking, this post

was filled by Kii Sin-chting of Shan-ching chau. When hunting, he

came upon a man who was sleeping under a tree, and who started up

in alarm to flee, but being seized and interrogated, declared his name

to be Ping Siu-kih, the slave of a native of Shamo-chau. Robust,

active, and ready of speech, his appearance so pleased Kii Sin-chang

that he put him in charge of his horses. He was called the Muh-hUi

{i. e. Hypodendrius, Under the Tree) man
;
in course of time he was

employed in the public service, and by the aid of his counsels Kii Sin-

chang possessed himself of upwards of twenty departments. He was

subsequently made governor, or protector, of Sheh-tsin, when the

Tsdn-mau (counselor) Ah-ki-chi gave offense to Ku Sin-chang, who

* The Tt.n-Mi, boating race, considered a distinct people, in the 4th century

(the time of the Tsin dynasties), had upwards of 50,000 boats. In 1370, these

were placed under the charge of an inspector, entitled the Ho-po-so, and taxed

in fish. They are still one of four classes who are not allowed to enter them-

selves as candidates for degrees, and the people consider intermarriage witli them

a mesalliance. About 1730, theywere allowed to live on shore and cultivate

land.

t Altars ki6u KiSu is properly ‘ waste land outside a city, &c.’

Morrison’s Syllauic Diet. 5587. At Peking without the South Gate, is an altar to

Heaven in a eirca/ar brick inclosure of considerable extent; this is the Nan

kiau. Beyond the North gate is another similarly inclosed by a square wall to

Earth ;
this is the Peh-kiau. At the latter the Emperor sacrifices at the summer

solstice ; at the southern, at the winter solstice, and also on extraordinary occa-

sions The temples are chapels dedicated to his ancestors n ilhin the precincts

sacred to his .Majest}- they are nine in number
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accordingly desired Ping Siu-kih to put himself at the head of a force,

and call him to account, shortly after which he was himself killed by

Ming-chi, another of his subordinates. Ping Siukih, who had just

attacked and destroyed Ah-ki>chi, as soon as he heard of these re-i

bellious doings, joined with him his lieutenant and the officers of his

battalions, seized the moment of his advantage [over Ahkichi] to march

back his troops, and by the death of Mingchi whom he slew, greatly

extended the terror of his name. He now soon set aside the three

sonsof Kii Sin-ch§ng, and usurped the title of Kwdnpih, holding in

his hands the control of all the troops under the command of that of.

ficer.

In the 4th year of W^n-lih (1585), he increased his army and subju-

gated sixty-six departments, and so awed the stales ofLewchew, Luzon,

Siam, and the Franks, that he made them all send tribute to him. He
changed the sovereign’s place of residence from Shan ching, (the Hill-

city) to Ta-koh (the Great Pavilion), inclosing within walls a con-

siderable space outside the city
;
and he built a palace there, of which

the apartments rose in nine stories one above another, and two he filled

with women, and with pearls and precious stones. The discipline

of his army was very severe
;
once advanced it never retired [before

a foe]
;
the disobedient were sure to be beheaded, were they [even as]

sons or sons-in-law
;

the consequence of which was that none whom
they marched against could stand before them.

He changed the name of the period to Wan-luh, and in the same

year, the first [of the new reckoning] resolved to invade China, and

at the same time annihilate the power of Corea and possess him^

self of it. To this end he called in and interrogated the remnant

of the band of W4ng Chih of former times, and on learning from

these that the Chinese feared those of Japan as they did the tiger, his

self-confidence increased, and he augmented his land forces yet more,

and prepared a fleet. By the advice of his officers, it was resolved

that if he moved on the northern capital of China he should employ

Coreans as guides, and that for the invasion of the districts of

Chehki^ng and Fuhkien, he should make use of Chinese. In his an-

xiety to prevent the disclosure of this matter by the Lewchewans, he

put a stop to their bringing tribute, but Chin Kid, a native of Tung-

ngan (near Amoy), who traded to Lewchew, [heard of it] and apprehen-

sive lest calamity should come upon China, he arranged with Ching-

hwui, a high officer of Lewchew that an envoy should be sent to the

Emperor with tribute, and a memorial praying that he would invest

[the sovereign of Lewchew with royalty]
;
that he (the envoy) might
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give the information.* Chin Ki'i himself, on his return home, repre-

sented the affair to the siunfu ChftuTsan-Iu, who addressed the Throne

upon the subject. His memorial being sent to the Board of War, that

office forwarded a dispatch to the king of Corea, who confined himself

to rebutting as an utter fabrication what had been said of the [Corean]

guides, and declared that he was uninformed of any designs [on the

part of Japan] against himself t

Ping Siu-kih’s first step had been to enroll the population of the

towns, far and wide, as troops, and he had collected three years’ pro-

visions for his army, intending to lead it against China in person
; but

his son happened to die, and he had brothers to stand by him
;
on a

former occasion too, he had carried off the wife of the lord of Fung-

hau, and made a concubine of her, which caused him to fear that this

man would do him a mischief in his absense
;
the towns withal were

much incensed [at his system of levies], and wont to say that “ the ex-

pedition was not to invade China, but was a trap for their own destruc-

tion;” and so universal was the disaffection, that he did not venture

to march himself, but dispatched his lieutenant Tsing-ching, with a

military officer named 1-chi, the Budhist priest Yuen, and Sii Tsung-

yih, with a force and fleet of several hundred sail. They crossed from

the island of Tuima, destroyed Kin-shan in Corea, and following up

their success, pushed on to Lintsin, to which they came over in the

5th moon, when they plundered K'ai-ching, and attacking Fung-teh

and other towns, in separate bodies, leveled them to the ground.

The Coreans, on the rumor of their approach, fled in confusion,

and Tsing-ching and the rest pressed sore upon the royal city. Li-

sung, king ofCorea, abandoned it, flying first to Ping-yiLng, and thence

to 1-chau, from which place he sent couriers incessantly [to China]

to give intelligence of his emergency. The Japanese now entered

the royal city, captured the king’s wife and children, and pursued

him as far as Pingyang, where they gave up the town to pillage, and

the women to violation. In the 7th moon, the imperial commands

having been issued to the Lieut.-general Tsii Ching-hiun, he went to

the rescue, and fought an action with the Japanese without the walls

of Ping-ngan, in which he sustained a serious defeat, barely escaping

with his own life. In the 8th moon Sung Ying-ch'ang, a vice-presi-

dent ofthe Board of War, was appointed to the chiefsuperintendence of

* Or grant an investiture to the successor of the deceased sovereign,

t The text may mean that he loas uninformed, which would be borne out by

the sequel
;
hut had this been intended by the author, 1 think this clause would

have preceded the other,— Trans
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the campaign, and Li Yii-sung to the command of the troops, which

were to be led on to bring the enemy to account. At the time that

these disturbances in Corea began, those in Ninghid (in Kansuh) were

still in continuance.

Sheh Sing, president of the Board of War, unable to devise any other

scheme, called upon all who could speak Japanese to come forward

to act as spies, and to Shin Wei-king on responding to his call, he gave

the nominal rank of a Yil-kih tsidng-kiiin, and placed his services at

the disposal of Li Yii-sung, whose forces the following year (1586)

gained an important victory at Ping-ydng, by which the four circuits

that Corea had lost were all recovered. Following up this advantage

Li Yiisung moved rapidly upon Pehti-kwan, but there he was routed

and so drew off his army. It was now proposed to invest [the enemy]

with [regal] rank, and to admit tribute [from Japan]. The mini.sters

of China garbled the representation of Shin Wei king, [so as to incline

the Emperor] to a pacific policy. These details are recorded in the

Chronicles of Corea.

At last Ping Siukih died, and the Japanese all sailed home, so that

Corea [as well as China] had rest from their troubles. The invasion

of the nation to the East, (sr. Corea) by the kwdnpih had lasted full

seven years, during which time the soldiers who perished numbered

several tens of myriads, and several hundred myriad taels’ worth of

provisions were expended ;
and neither China nor Corea had been able

all the time to obtain the upper hand. With the death of the kwdn-

pih, ended the horrors of war. The Japanese withdrew to their island

fastnesses, and the south and east had some days of repose. All Ping

Sin-kih’s issue by his second marriage died.

Towards the close of the Ming dynasty the prohibitions against in-

tercourse with Japan were strictly enforced, and the poor people of

the villages came to use the word Wo (Japanese) as a term of abuse,

and even employed it to terrify their infant children into silence.

Extract from, the If'ii Pi Ch(,or .Annals of the .irt of fVar.

[There is said to be an historical work of this title in 300 and odd volumes,

containing an account of the Art of War during a long succession of genera-
tions. The translator is in possession of a small work published i.i 1843,

which is apparently an abridgment of some larger compilation, and in which
the following extract does not appear. It would seem to be from the pen of
a contemporaneous historian.]

It was the custom of the barbarians of Japan to draw up their troops

in the form of a butterfly. When they went into action, the signal was
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given by the flourishing of a fan. One them did this, and the body

then rose (or sprang) up brandishing their swords. As they tossed

the points of their weapons toward the sky, our soldiers threw their

heads back in astonishment, and the enemy thereupon cut at them

below. Another of their formations was a long, snake-like column,

in which they advanced waving a hundred-tailed banner, and march-

ing one after the other like fish in a file. The van was composed of

their stoutest men, and the rearguard of the like; in the centre, the

brave and cowardly were mingled together. They rose every morning

at cockcrowing, and ate their meal squatting on the ground
;
when this

was ended, their chief would take a seat in a high place (or above them);

the rest listening to his orders (or in obedience to his commands),

brought each one his book, upon opening which it was seen what place

was to be foraged on such and such a day, who were to command
the parties, and who to serve in the ranks of the companies. These

did not consist of more than thirty men, and moved independently

each at a distance of one or two It from each other. At the blast of a

conch, which is their call, the company immediately closed up to

support that which it had heard give the signal. Sections of two or

three also skirmished about irregularly, brandishing their swords. To-

wards evening they returned, and every one gave in whatever booty he

may have seized, keeping nothing back. The chief made a partition

of the spoil in proportion to the amount contributed by each. When-

ever they captured women, they were sure to pass the night in drink-

ing and wantonness, until at last they fell asleep intoxicated. When

they had nearly completed the pillage of a place they set it on fire ;

the smoke and the fire filled and illumined the skies, and while the

population were in a state of alarm at its fierceness, the pirates de-

camped. They practiced this ruse upon our people for the especial

purpose of diverting them from from lying in wait to attack them.

When these pirates came upon wine or food amongst the inhabitants,

they made them taste before they ate or drank of themselves, for fear

that they should contain poison. In their marches, they kept to the

thoroughfares and highways, never entering the lanes or byways lest

they should fall into ambuscade
;
neither did they move under the

walls of a city lest bricks or stones should be thrown at them by the

people thereon. When they marched, it was always in a single file of

great length, at a slow pace and in good order
;
by which means they

occupied some miles of ground, and there was no approaching them.

They could move rapidly for several tens of days together, and by

opening out their body into four or five divisions, they would manage
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to surround their enemy. When their forces were encamped opposite

ours, they used to send one or two men who, by alternately leaping up

and crouching down, contrived to exhaust our fire of stones and arrows.

In an action with artillery, they waited until their antagonists had

fired
;
then they broke in on them impetuously, and following up their

advantage, would drive them to a distance. In the heat of an engage-

ment they would suddenly come forth from ambush on all sides, and

surround their enemy’s flanks, by which manoeuvre they forced our

army to disperse in great consternation. They constantly resorted to

strange stratagems, such as tying sheep together, or driving wo-

men on in front so as to perplex the beholder
;
the eyes of our people

were dazzled by this, and the arms of the Japanese were thus enabled

to take effect. They used the double sword exercise
;
with one sword

they made feints above, and struck with the other below, which ren-

dered defense difficult. They hid the shafts or but-ends of their

halberds and lances, and then all of a sudden they would hurl them

forth so that it was impossible to anticipate [the blow]; their bows

were long, their arrows large, and as they discharged them close, their

shot was deadly. If they lay perdu, they had a marauding expedi-

tion in contemplation
;

if they spread a report abroad (so as to keep

people on the alert), they were moving off. Thus they drew up their

injured vessels across the stream to make a show of lying by, and

straightway they sallied forth and invested KinshSn. At Shingshan

they made ladders of bamboo to signify that they were about to storm

it, and then they raised the siege. When they were going to take to

the country, they pressed upon a city
;
if they had a march to make by

land, they would provide themselves with oars. Sometimes they dug

holes as pitfalls for their enemy, sometimes they plaited stubble to

entangle him as he fled, or they stuck slips of bamboo in the ground to

run into the feet of the fugitives. They used, too, to make a decoy of

precious stones, cloth, gold, silver, or women, by which they wore

enabled to inveigle our troops into ambuscades, and they were pleased

when these lay in wait for them or pursued them.* They gashed the

* Yuu chui Yiiu as above in y/m kik not in its more ordinary

signification of “ to invite, ” but “ to lie in wait tor.” Gomjalves has
3^^

itn ® esperou-o e matou-o. In the Shdng-Mang, “ [His disciple] sent

severalpersons to wait for him by the way but the Pei Wan Yun-fu, Cap. 17.,

states that it is a synonym of in this, as also in three other passages quoted

from the Tso Chum, Han-shU and Ping-sku, in which it is either linked with

kih, or divi^d simply by an rh
ifn

,
the power of which particle to mean ut as

VOL. .\1X. .NO. ui. ‘JO
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faces of their prisoners of war, and tied their longues to prevent it being

detected by their answers that they were not Japanese
;
thus their return

home was cut off. They showed great kindness to the people in the

vicinity of their resorts, and were thus kept fully informed of the truth

and falsehood of every report. They made handsome presents to such

artisans as fell into their hands, and they were in consequence easily

provided with arms
;
as they employed our people as spies, it is difficult

on our side to ascertain [whence they got their information], and by

using them as their guides, they became perfectly familiar with all the

paths by which to advance or retreat. For their eating or sleeping

they would stay in some place where they could break open the wall,

and which was high enough for them to keep a lookout
;
so that there

was no chance of taking them by surprise. Should they be closely

beleaguered, they would leave someheads* * as a pretense and retire
;

some of them, wrapping themselves in cloaks of the bamboo leaf

and putting on bamboo hats, would play the part of laborers in the

fields;! some in flowered silk handkerchiefs and shoes of cloth would

swagger through the public places of the cities, thus placing our

officials in the dilemma of killing the [wrong] robbers by mistake, or

honest men on suspicion.

Although fighting on the water was not at first their ybr^e, they had

the ingenuity to fasten empty vessels together, and to spread light

screens over them by which [the fire, or assault of] our forces advanc-

ing on them was expended
;
and they would abandon the women, and

leave money in the way to check us in the pursuit. The bul-

warks and spars of their ships were all covered with cloths, quilts,

and cushions, which they damped to render them proof against fire.

In an action, as soon as they came to close quarters,^ they boarded with

rapidity; [their onset was] terrible as the thunder, and [those on

board] were scattered like the wind.

well as et, is w'orthy of notice, as well as the transition from hope to erpertation

of which the Portuguese esperar is likewise capable. From the latter meaning
of the word is of course derived that employed in the text.

* Heads, i. e. of prisoners massacred to show that a greater number of

Japanese had fallen than was really the case.

t Laborers. Titt nih Hid Lun, Cap. ix., Section 6 Chrng-tsO. and

Kiek-nih were two men of virtue and ability, who, disgusted with the misrule
of their time, retired into the country. They were ploughing on a particular oc-

casion when Confucius was passing by, and gave him an uncivil answer, when
he sent to inquire about a certain ford. Their rudeness thus becoming historical,

their names were formed into the dissyllable in the text, which has come to mean
simply to plough, to attend to agricultural pursuits.

fii pung ; f,i near to, closing upon, and pung the mat awumg of a

easel ;
according to the teachers, pars pro toto (?)
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Tliese pirates kidnapped our people to show them the road, and to

procure water for them, and as the latter went out in the morning and

came home at night, they called the roll of their names. At (or for)

every place, a register was kept in which they inserted their names and

surnames, and they divided them into classes, according to which they

told them off and inspected them.

There were but few native Japanese amongst them
;
not above some

tens, of whom they formed the van. When the pirates returned

to the island to which they belonged, they used to give out that they

had come home from trading, and they never divulged aught concern-

ing their comrades whom our troops had captured or slain, so that

their neighbors knew nothing of it, but on the contrary offered them

their congratulations.

Another Extract from the Art of War, not published in the first Edition of

the Hdi-kwoh Td Chi.

The Japanese do not construct their vessels in the same manner as

the Chinese. They require beams of a large size and square, in fitting

the seams of which they use no nails, but band them together with

iron plates. Neither do they make use of hempen rope or wood oil

in closing the crevices, but stop the leaks with sedge grass. Their

ships cost much pains and money, and without a large capital it is not

easy to build them. The pirates who attacked China were every one

of them poor people from the islands, and what has been said in times

past about the hundreds and thousands of ships built by Japan is an

idle tradition. I'heir largest craft may carry three hundred men; the

middle class, one or two hundred
;
and the smallest from fifty to eighty.

They are of a low and narrow build, and find it difficult to hold their

own with such large vessels as they fall in with, and they are poorly off

when they ground in the mud. For this cause, our vessels from

Kwangtung and Fuhkien are much feared by them; and particularly

those of the former province, as their sides are perpendicular like a

wall. Their ship’s bottoms are flat, and can not easily cut the waves.

Their canvas sails are set with the mast right in the middle, and not

one side of it as in China, and both their masts and sails shift about,

and are not made fast like those of the Chinese
;
hence they can only

carry on with a fair breeze, and if they meet with a calm or a contrary

wind, they unship the mast and work the Jong stern scull
;
they can not

handle the oar. Their vessels could not [formerly] cross from Japan

ia less than a month, and if they now perform the voyage with greater

ease it is because of the treachery of certain of the inhabitants of the

coast of Fuhkien who bought ships in the outer waters, and w hen they
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bad added a false bottom to them^ brought over the Japanese in them.

They had a sharp keel, and were able to beat against the sea
;
in these

they feared neither a head wind nor one on the quarter, and their sail-

ing was so much improved, that they could now make the passage in

a few days.

(To be continued )

Art. IV. Topography of the province of Hun&n; its area, popula~

tion, lakes, rivers, mountains, productions, S^c., with a list of its

departments and districts.

The southern of the Two Lake provinces is called Hunhn

and though larger in extent, is less fertile and populous than Hupeh.

It lies between lats. 25’ and 30° N., and longs. 109° to 114° E. of

Greenwich
;
and is bounded north by Hupeh

;
east by Kidngsi

;
south by

Kw^ngtung and Kwingsi, from which it is divided by the Nin-ling;

and west by Kweichau and Sz’chuen. The area is estimated at

74,320 square miles, being a little smaller than Kwingtung, and rather

larger than KiSngsi. The population was reckoned in 1812 at 18,652,-

507 inhabitants, which gives an average of 251 persons to a square

mile; according to these data, Hunin is the eleventh province in res-

pect of population, and the seventh in point of size, of the eighteen.

The surface of the country in the northern departments is level, and

many hundreds of square miles are covered with water, or are below

the level of the Y^ngtsz’ ki^ng; this, while it affords great facilities

for irrigation, is also a source of great danger when the banks of the

rivers are overflown. The southern part of the province is rough,

rising on the frontier to lofty peaks, in whose intervals hardy moun-

taineers have long maintained a partial independence of the Chinese

authorities. The Chinese population of these regions is mostly found

along or near the bottoms of the rivers.

The rivers of Hundn are all of them tributaries of the Ydngtsz’

kidng, and most of them are so large as to afford facilities of transpor-

tation to the inhabitants of towns lying even in the southern districts.

The Great river itself only touches the province in the northeastern

corner, where it receives the waters of the Tungting lake, and then

flows northeasterly into Hupeh. The largest stream is the Sidng kidng

Jffi ji’ which rises on the northern declivities of the Ndn-ling, and

as it flows northward, collects the drainage of the eastern half of the

province, and empties into Tungting lake at Siang-yin hien i
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receiving the Tsz’ kidng as an affluent just before it unites with

the lake. Its largest branch is the Kwei shwui which joins

it above Hangchau fu, and just opposite that city the Lii shwui

flows in, the junction forming a centre for trade from the southern

districts. Twenty miles below Hangchau fu, the Mi kidng yT
flows in on the east, and fifty miles further down, the waters of the

Luh kiing ^ join themselves to the main stream. About fifteen

miles above Chtingshi, the Lien-ki ^ comes in from the west,

and just opposite to it the LiuySng kidng j(X from the east.

The Tsz’ kiSng drains the central districts, but its rapid cur-

rent and confined banks afford few facilities to the boatman or farmer.

The other large river is the Yuen ki^ng
;

it rises in the

southwestern part of the province, and receives the contributions of a

large number of streams, some of them from Kweichau, and falls into

the Tungting L. at its western end near Chdng-teh fu, after flowing

upwards of four hundred miles. I'he Chuhchau the Wu
shwui ^ 7]^, the Mdydng [^, and Peh ho are the

largest tributaries. In the northern districts, the LI shwui ^
drags its sluggish length through the level region of the lake country.

The lakes of Hun m are not as numerous as in the northern pro-

vince, but among them is the Tungting hu ^ the largest

lake in China, about 250 miles in circumference, which contains in its

circuit several islands, and maintains large fleets of fishermen from

its waters
;

its area is about 300 square miles. The Chinese mention

a floating island on this lake, formed of trees and drift, like those oc-

curring in the bayous of the Mississippi. The other lakes in Hunan

are the HwAng-yih^ Peh-ni ^ or White Clay L.,both in

the northeast
;
the Tsdu-tien hu the Tseh-li -tM or Seven

Mile L., and the Md-nt or Horse Clay L., are all small sheets

of water, connected with the River, Lf. By means of these lakes and

rivers, water communication is kept up through all parts of a region

exceeding Great Britain in size.

The mountains of Hunin form part of the great chain of the Nan-

ling, which defines the southern limits of the basin of the Yangtsz’.

and though they do not rise to the stupendous peaks seen in Yunnan,

they render nearly one half of the province too rough for the plough.

The Hang shAn is the longest range within the province which bears

a single name
;
the Ki-tien ling^ ^ ,

and Kiu-i ling ^ are

two names given to the .southern ridges.
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There are sixteen departments in Hunin, subdivided into sixty-

•even districts, whose names are given in the following list.

I. Changshafu ^ or the Department

of Changsha, contains twelve districts,

viz., one chau and seven hien.

1 vj? Changsha,

2 ^ fb Shenhwa,

3 iSI p Liuyang,

4 1^ Siangyin,

5 ^ Ninghiang,

Yihyang,6 ^

7 ^ ft Nganhwa,

8 ^ Siangtan,

^ ^ SP Sianghiang,

10 g| pj Lying,

ilJ

12 dialing chau,

II. Yohchaufu or the Department

of Yohchau, contains four hien districts.

1 E |g Paling, 3 m Linsiang,

2 ^ ^ Hwayung, 4 ^ Pingkiang.

III. Pdukmgfu ^^ or the Department

of Paiiking, contains five districts,

viz., one chau and four hien.

• 515 r?i
S^h4uy4ng, 4 ^ ^ Sinning,

2 irlb Sinhwa, 5 p Chingpfl.

3 K IfUm Wukang chau,

IV. Hangchaufu Si iff-
or the Department

of Hangchau, comprises seven hien districts,

ft ^ Hangyang, 5 ft Hangsl an,

%, Tsingtsiuen, ^ ^ Lui}&ng,

^ ^ Changniug, ^® ^

^ Ng^ajin,

V. Changtehfu ^ or the Department

of Cl.a/igteh, contains four hien districts.

^ ^ Wfiling, 3 7X Yuenki^ng,

2 II Lungyang, 4 ^ Tauyuen.
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VI. Shinchavfu or the Department

of Sliinchau, comprises lour hien districts.

1 Yuenling, 3 ^ /H Luld,

^
'/i ^

VII. Yuevchaufu ^ <j^*J
or the Department

of Yuenchau, contains tiiree hien districts.

1 % yX Chikiang, ^ M\% ^’*S-

2 I® I® Kienyang,

VIII. Yungchaufu ^ ^i|ij or the Department

of Yungchau, contains eight districts,

viz., one chau and seven hien.

5 ^ Ningyuen,

6 ^ jf'j'l
Tan chau,

"7 -jjX^ KiAnghwa,

8 nfl Yungming.

IX. Yungshunfu ^ |(|
or the Department

of Yungshun, comprises four liien districts.

1 )|pj
Yungshun, 3 ^ ^4 Lungsl dn,

2 S® Saagehih, 4 I'ajtsing.

X. Kienchau ting &#I1 or the inferior Department

of Kienchau, has no subdivisions.

XI. Funghwdng ting ^ ^ or the inferior

Department of Funghwang, has no subdivisions.

XII. Yungsui ting or the inferior Department

of Yungsui, has no subdivisions.

XIII. Li chau^ ^<1 or the inferior Department of Li^

comprises five hien districts.

1 ^ Nga ihidng, 4 ^ jg Nganfuh,

2 iig Shihmun, ^ 5JC. It Yungting. ^

3 ^ Tsz’li,

1 ^ ^ Lingling,

2 ^ $ Tungngan,

3 1^ Kn ang.

4 ^ B:i
Sintien,
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XIV. Kweiydng chau ^ or the inferior

Department of Kweiydng, comprises three hien districts.

1 ^ Linwu, 3 ^ |lj Lanshdn.

2 ^ ^ Kid'io,

XV. Tsing chau or the inferior Department of

Tsing, comprises three hien districts.

1 Hwuitung, 3 ^® Suining.

2 5l ii Tungidj,

XVI Chin chau or the inferior Department of

Chin, contains five hien districts.

1 g^ Hingning, 4 Kweiydng,

2 ^ ft Yunghing, 5 ^^ 1 cl.diig.

3 j|;^ ^ Kweitung,

I. The department of Changsha occupies the country south of the

Tungting lake, its capital being the residence of the governor, and

of other provincial officers; it lies in lat. 28“ 12' N., and long. 112“

47' E., in a most advantageous position for trade, at the junction of

the Sidng and Liuydng rivers. The city is famous for the institution

of the festival of the Dragon Boats, in commemoration of the death

of Kiuh Yuen (see Vol. XI, page 436). It is now held in all parts

of the empire. The surface of this department is level, and its fertile

soil is irrigated by many streams, which also furnish abundance offish,

eels, mollusks, &.c. Mines of cinnabar and talc occur in the hills.

II. The department of Yohchau lies in a more favorable position for

trade and agriculture than even Changshd, its capital commanding

the oulet from the lake into the Yangtsz’, and its districts occupying

the eastern shores, between it and Hupeh. Most ofthe smacks covering

the lake resort to Yohchau with their fish, and the external commerce

of the whole province passes through it into the Great river
;

it is

called the Gate of Three Rivers, and its possession controls the trade

of the whole province.

III. The department of Pduking lies in the southern part, between

Hangchau fu on the east, Yungchau fu on the south, Yuenchau on

the west, and Chdngteh fu on the Tsz’ ki.dng, near the junction of

the Tsz’yang and Tnyii rivers; one of the district towns, Wukdng
chau, is situated on the former of these two streams, and above it is a

well-known rapid, the passage of which demands great carC,
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IV. The diparlnunt of llangrhau lies east of the preceding, be-

tween Changslid fii on the north and Kweiydng chau on the south.

The surface of the country is rather mountainous, and covered witli

forests; the Hang shan |JL| extend eighty leagues in a southwest

direction towards Pauking
;
the land is fertile, and the water privileges

for irrigation and transportation superior to those in Pauking fu.

V. The department of Chdngteh Wes wesl of the Tungting lake,

and east of Yungshun fu
;

it is one of the most fertile and level portions

of the province. The town is built near the embouchure of the River

Yuen. Its orchards are celebrated for a variety of the orange, which

ripens after other sorts are out of season, and forms a common article

of export.

VI. The department ofShinehau lies west of Pauking and Changteh,

and north of Yuenchau
;
its chieftown is situated at the junction of the

Yuen and Shin rivers, where most of the trade of the region centres.

The department contains many towns along the rivers, but the inhabi-

tants of the mountains, probably descendants of the Midutsz’, are

regarded by the lowlanders as no better than savages.

VII. The department of Yuenchau was taken off from the south-

western part of the preceding, partly in order to exercise a stronger

supervision over the aborigines, and guard the frontier of Kweichau.

VIII. The department of Yungchau is one of the largest in the

province, occupying most of its southern portion
;

the chief town is

pleasantly situated on the River Siting, not far from the borders of

Kwingsi, but most of the population dwells farther south at the

extremity of the province. The mountains vyithin its circuit are

covered with forests of valuable timber, much of which finds its way
to Canton.

IX. The department of Yungshun occupies the northwest corner

of the province, and was set off as a prefecture from Changteh f.'r.

The country is generally level, and its productions similar to those of

Chingteh, rice being the principal staple.

X. XI, XII. The three inferior departments of Kienshau, Fung-
hwdng and Yungsui, all lie along the western frontier

;
they were par-

titioned off from Shinehau fn, and each ofthe towns is the headquarters

of a garrison. Fnngsui is the northernmost, and Funghwang the south-

ern of the three, the latter lying a few leagues north of Yuenchau.
XIII. The inferior depeu-tment of Li was taken olf from the western

part of Yohehau, and includes all that part lying north of lakeTumr-
ting, and west of the Lienhu shwui ^ 7]^ or Lily-lake river. It

is one the most fertile parts of the province.

'ZiVOL. Xl.\. NO, 111,
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XIV. The inferior department of Kweiyang is a small prefecture

iu the extreme south of the province, set off from Yungchau along the

banks of the River Kvvei between it and Chin chau. It contains

but few inhabitants.

XV. The inferior department of Tsing was in like manner parti-

tioned off from the south of Ynenchau fu in the southwestern corner

of the province, along the valley of the Kii ho •j’riJ’, a branch of

the River Yuen. The region is very mountainous, and the aborigines

numerous.

XVI. The inferior department of Chin occupies the extreme south-

east of the province, and is by no means one of the least of its divisions.

The chief town is “ a great and populous city,” and a thriving trade

is carried on with Kwdngtung, the mountains here being less elevated

than further west, repaying the labors of the husbandman, and afford-

ing facilities for travel.

The productions of Hunan are varied, though the revenue by no

means corresponds to her resources. Gold, silver, cinnabar, and quick-

silver are produced from the mines; mica, armenian stone, marble,

and a few other minerals, are also found. A great variety of wild

game and waterfowl is taken on the mountains and waters in various

parts, which also furnish a few medicinal preparations highly esteemed.

Rice, wheat, varnish, cassia, fruits, nuts, and vegetables are raised for

the supply of the inhabitants, and measurably for exportation, but the

external traffic of Hunan is trifling. Nor do the inhabitants take a

high standing among their countrymen in respect of literary acquire-

ments or excellence of manufactures.

Art. V. Journal of Occurrences : attach on pirates in Mir's hay,

and correspondence relating to it ; edict in reference to a change in

newyear’s day ; death of the emperor of China; position ofKiying

;

dedication of the Seamen’s Bethel at Whampoa.

The suppression ofpiracy has engaged the attention of the Chinese officers

along this coast for many years—wc had almost said for ages, and the

pirates have played a game of fast and loose with them, just as they were

paid or attacked. At last the rulers have called in the assistance of western

power and skill to help them, and accepted the offers made by the English

authorities to assist in abating the nuisance. The following note from Gov.

Bonham to Gov. Sii details the particulars of this novel and commendable

breach of old custom.



IS.>0. Joiinial of Occurrences:. ir,:3

From If. E. Afr. Bonham to Sll, Imperial High Commissioner.

Victoria, Hongkong, 8th March, 1850.

1 b<’g to acquaint }'our excellency that, on the 3d instant. Wan the comman-
dant ot’ 'ri-p‘(ing (residing at Cowlung) sent over K.in, a sergeant, with a note

to the chief magistrate of this Colony, stating that certain pirates were reported

to be lying some distance east of this, but that the monsoon was too strong to

allow his own vessels to move up to the spot with sufficient rapidity
;
and, as he

much feared that, unless apprehended at once, they might take alarm, and

retreat to a hiding-place eleswhere, he requested that a British steamer might

be sent to cut them off
;
and he declared liis willingness to reimburse the ex-

pense of the fuel which she might consume.
A steamer was thereupon dispatched as he desired. She called at Cowlung

for such men and officers as the commandant chose to put on board, and then

proceeded to Kat-6 (Kih-ngfui), where she found 13 piratical craft at anchor.

She immediately opened fire upon these vessels, the crews of which jumping
overboard, were destroyed in large numbers by her musketry. As it became
dark, her officers took possession of the junks. One of them blew up during

the night, eight more were burned by our people on the following morning,

and the remaining four were duly restored to their owners, who were pointed

out by F.in, the sergeant.

The steamer having accomjilished her purpose—happily without sustaining

any loss—returned hither with sundry prisoners. These being pirates, and as

such the common enemies of mankind, might have been tried in our courts ;

but as the authorities of your excellency’s country had applied to those of this

Colony to assist in capturing these men, I have thought it best to deliver them
up to be tried and disposed of according to their own laws.

With reference to the coal expended by the steamer on this occasion, I could

not in anywise entertain the proposal of the commandant Wan, that he should
refund the value of it

;
such a proceeding would be contrary to the principle of

my nation. But I may here remark, that coal is an article of which we are in

constant need, and is brought to this with much trouble and expense, from a

great distance ; while at Killing (Quilon) on Formosa, not very far hence, good
coal is procurable. If your excellency's government would recommend the

people of Formosa to bring some to Hongkong, our merchants would take

some cargoes off their hands; or if they chose to dig it out themselves, some of
our ships might be sent for it. It is evident that this would be a source of
advantage to both parties, and would insure to us the means of giving our
assistance to the Chinese government, at any time that its officers might call

upon us, as they have now done, to co-operate with them in the suppression of
piracy in these seas. This aid, I have several times informed your excellency,
and now repeat, we shall at all times be happy to afford!

— China Mail. Accept the assurances, &c., S. G. BONHAM.
The further details of this cruise are given in tlie official report of Com-

mander Lockyer.
H. M. Steam-vessel Medea, at Hongkong, 5th March, 1850.

Sir.— 1 have the honor to report to you that on my arrival at Kat-o, at 5A. 15m. yes-
terday evening, 1 found thirteen piratical junks and four cargo junks at anchor. On the
appearance other Majesty’s steam vessel under my command, twelve of the piratical
vessels swept in-shore, one of the largest remaining at anchor, without offering the
slightest resistance. The crews jumped overboard, endeavoring to make for the shore,
but upwards of 150 of them were destroyed by our shell and musketry. It soon became
so dark, that I was compelled to dispatch the paddle-box boats of this steam vessel, under
the command of Mr William Brodie, acting master, with orde’-s to take possession of
the junks which had swept in-shore, but finding that he was resisted, I proceeded to
his assistance in the gig, accompanied by the pinnace of H. M. ship Hastings, command-
ed by I.ientenant Webber, the Koyal Marines under Lieutenant Holland, with ihe
Medea’s cutter under the command of Lieutenant Gibbons, and found Mr Brodie closely
pressed by a very great number, who made strong endeavors to recapture the junks.
We soon repulsed these pirates with a considerable loss on their part, and capture of
five prisoners; but owing to the darkness, and the very heavy rain which unfortunately
came on, we were unable to follow up our pursuit of them on shore. 1 therefore brought
the junks to the ship, and this morning destroyed eight, one having during the night
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caught lire and blown up. and the remaining four having been given up to their former
owners who were pointed out by the mandarin.

During my absence, the ship was placed in a position of considerable danger, from the
close approach of the burning junk

;
but by the able esertions of Lieut. Wood, who

was left in charge, she was cleared. Early this morning, 1 sent the boats under tbe
command of Lieut. Gibbons, with the Royal Marines under Lieut. Holland, accompanie<l
by Mr Galdwell, the assistant police magistrate, and the mandarin who came on board
from Cowlung, to scour the island, and they succeeded in captucing 15 prisoners. The
greater part of the crews who reached the shore, took advantage of the darkness of the
night to seize boats and leave the island. Fortunately, from the water being so deep
ill the small bay in which these piratical junks were anchored, enabling this steamer
to approach within five yards of the shore, we succeeded in destroying a much
greater number than we could have hoped for, with little or no damage to the town, one
fisherman only having been killed by our shot. Four of these junks were very large, of
upwards of2^ tons, mounting ten or more guns of various calibre, and resembling those
formerly destroyed on the West coast

;
the remainder were evidently recent captures,

hastily fitted up for piratical purposes. Having completed this service, 1 am happy to

say, without any casualties or loss on our side, and receiving no further information, I

have returned to this port. 1 think it my duty to express my entire satisfaction with the

conduct of the officers, seamen, and marines employed upon this occasion : the precision
of their fire, great steadiness, and prompt obedience, tending greatly to the expeditious
termination of this successful operation. Commander Wainwright, a supernumerary
on board, volunteered his services, and rendered me great assistance. I can not conclude
without also expressing my great obligations to Mr Caldwell for the valuable assistance

which he rendered
;
to his perfect knowledge of the Chinese language, and his acquaint-

ance with the habits of these pirates, the success of this enterprise is in a great measure
to be attributed. 1 beg leave to inclose a list of the piratical junks, their description,

crews, with the numbers killed, escaped, and made prisoners
;
and have the honor to

be. Sir, Your most obedient humble servant,

W. N. L. LOCKYER. Commander.
To James W. Morgan, Esq., Captain of H. M. Ship Hoistings, Jfc.—Mail.

Among the 13 junks taken were nine from 150 to 180 tons, eadi carrying

about 8 guns and 60 men
;
the other four were larger

;
the number of men

in all the fleet is reckoned at 900, of whom about 220 were killed, 20 taken

prisoners, and 660 escaped.

The Imperial Commissioner in his reply to Gov. Bonham seems inclined

to make the best of the dilemma in which he was placed by the zeal of his

subordinates, and tenders his thanks for the service done, but is careful not

to express any opinion about further co-operation, though the precedent

having now been set, it will doubtless be followed.

From St2, Imperial High Commissioner, to His Excellency Mr. Bonham.

So, Imperial Commissioner, governor-general of the Two Kwang, &c., in reply :—On
the 27th of the 1st moon (lOtli instant), [ received your communication informing me
that the commandant of Ta-p’ang, being prevented by a foul wind from pursuing the

junks of certain pirates, had obtained from your excellency’s government a ste.amer,

which proceeded with all speed to the proper place to make prisoners of tliese persons
;

that eight junks were destroyed by her; that one blew up spontaneously
;
and that four

others had been restored to their owners; and the criminals captured, handed over to

their own authorities to be dealt with. On the same day 1 received a note from the

admiral corroborating the above in every particular. Evidence so satisfactory of the

sincere desire of your e.xcellency‘s government for a good understanding with my own,

has given me the highest gratification. [As regards Formosa], when your excellency

has shown your friendship by lending your aid in time of need could I be without the

impulse natural to friends, to supply each other’s want out of their own abundance ?

But the island pertains to an adjoining province, and as it is not within my jurisdiction,

I could not well write officially concerning it. ('oal is an article of daily cor.suinption,

and as such, procurable .at every one of the five ports, where there is of course nothing

to prevent your excellency's government buying it whenever it is wanted
The terms in which the commandant proposed to reimburse the expense of the^ coal

to be consumed, were certainly not such as he ought to have employed. Your Excel-

lency is doubtless far too liberal to condescend to accept [his offer]: still the crew of

the steamer should by all means be recompensed for their trouble, and I have accord-

i ngly addressed a letter to the Admiral to make re.ady some trifling presents, of which

i subjoin a list. I trust that vour excellency, on receiving the articles therein specified,

will disiribule them on nn behalf. 1 mean nothing iiioir than to show by due polite-
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ness that I am sensible of the obligation conferred upon me. To this end, I reply,

availing myself of the opportunity to wish your excellency luxuriant increase of the
blessings of spring.

A necessary communication, to which is annexed a list of the trifles to be presented;

—

8 oxen;)! sheep
;
8 boxes of the best tea of lOcatties each; 8 barrels each of sugar

candy and of white flour of 30 catties each
;
8 barrels of dried lung-ngan from Kweilin

(in Kwangsi) of SIO catties each. 8 barrels of dried lai-clii from Kweilin (in Kwangsi)
of 20 catties each

;
8 baskets of dried oranges containing 1000 each.

The above is addressed to his excellency Mr. Bonham H B. M. Plenipotentiary,
<^c., <5"C.. ,4*c.

Tiiukwbng, 30th year, 2d moon, 1st day. (14th March, 1850).

—China mail. True Translation. T. F. WADE, Assistant Chinese Secretary

The Emperor of China has consulted his own superstitious fears and those

of his subjects in an unusual manner, by the promulgation of the following

Order in Council. It should be headed “The Emperor of China vs. Luna.”

The edict was torn down in the streets of Shanghai by the people, who ex-

pressed no little discontent at it
;
no public notice was made in Canton.

“ His Majesty's commands have been received. The next year, the 30th of
Taukwang, is the 47th of the cycle

;
on the first day of that year there will be

an eclipse, commencing at three o’clock p. m., and ending at 5 o’clock, the ob-

scuration will be a little over three tenths. Now, this day is the greatone of the

sun, when he like a prince rules
;
and it is also the commencement of mornings

when affairs are begun—the chief day of the year. Wherefore, let the 3Uth day
of the 12th month (Feb. 1 1 th) of this year be regarded as new year’s day, and let

this order be promulgated throughout the empire, every governor-general and
governor circulating it and carrying it into effect, by issuing a plain edict for

general observance. Respect this.”

The death of the emperor Taukwang following in less than a fortnight after

the preceding order will be regarded by his subjects as having some connec-

tion with it. We have only room at present for the official notice of his death.

His majesty was born not far from Sept. 12th, 1781, and was aged 69 years,

and 7 months at the time of his death.

Feb. 25th 1850. There were on this day, called into an audience, to a General
Council, [Tsaitsiuen] the chief controller of the kindred. Wanking (President

of the Board of Rites), and other high ministers who wait before the throne,

when a Vermilion Edict was communicated ;
“ Let Yihchii, the Imperial fourth

son, he set forth as the imperial heir apparent. You princes and high officers,

why wait for our words i Assist and support him with united hearts, and do
you all regard whatever pertains to the concerns of the country and the people
as of high importance, without sympathy for aught else. A special command.”
An Imperial order. We have received from our late imperial Father, his

Majesty who has just taken the great journey, our being and support, enjoying
a nourishing anxious care as high and boundless as heaven. His sacred age had
just attained to threescore and ten, and his force was still vigorous, so that it

might have been calculated that he would have reached the period of a hundred
years, and our days of joy [in each other] thus be prolonged. Last year, after

the summer had commenced, he suddenly felt himself indisposed, though his

bodily strength had been bomewhat impaired, and the important duties con-

nected with [the demise of] the Empress Dowager, and his grief and anxiety,

aggravated his weakness and dise:-se, so that his vigor and constitution were
greatly enfeebled. To-day, at six o’clock a. m., he called in the Chief Control-

ler of the Imperial KimlFed, the great ministers of the Presence, the members of
the General Council, and high officers of the Palace, and taking the vermilion

pencil in his hand ordained who should be regarded as the Imperial heir apparent.

H is sacred instructions were very minute, urging upon them in the most im-

pressive manner to regard the interests of the country.

We received this decree in anguish and tears, lamenting it in fear and dread,

for we still hoped that by the utmost and constant care of his affectionate person,

and a temporary oessatiou from his burdensome cares, that he would longer
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presprvo his vigor and liealtii. How unwislied for! We had hardy received
his last commands and regards, wlien his malady increased in force and violence,

even to the utmost limit, and lie drove the dragon and became a guest on high.
Beating the ground and invoking heaven, I vainly assayed to reach after and
recall him.

I reverently reflect that my august Father ruled the world for thirty years;
day and night with careful diligence he attended to his duties, not allowing
himself the least leisure. In all things he reverenced heaven, and imitated his

predecessors; and his sedulous attention to the affairs of government, his love

for his people, his literary attainments and his military prowess, are not easily

described. And in respect to his diffusing happiness and his anxious care lest

there should be pestilence or otlier distress, no sooner had any province met
with a slight calamity than he disbursed his treasures, and remitted the taxes,

his gracious benevolence being instantly shown. So too, he constantly was lay-

ing up the revenue in store for use, and devising means to prevent dauiage
from the [Yellow] river, and planning so that no living thing should lack for

protection.

His boundless liumanity drew' all within its influence, so that everything that

has breath can not fail to express their heartful laments [at his departure] : W'e,
weeping tears of blood and beating our breast, how can We yet refrain our
words ! But remembering that the position I succeed to is of the greatest

responsibility^ in order that I may diligently obey the Holy who has gone be-

fore, I reverently accept my predecessor’s commands. As we consider the duties

imposed upon our unworthy self. We are troubled with painful apprehensions,
and our fears daily deepen

;
yet forbearing grief, and lessening lamentations, we

tremblingly mount the throne. We still rely upon the constant loyally of our
civil and military officers of every grade throughout the empire to assist us to

rule with glory.

In regard to the regulations for mourning, we have receivelf-enr Imperial

Father's will ordering it to be worn for twenty-seven days according to the old

rules [of the Manchus]
;
but our feelings can not admit of this, and in accor-

dance with the ancient custom [of China], let mourning be reverently worn for

three years
;
thus in some degree relieving our afteetionate regrets.

In regard to tlie important ceremonies of sacrificing to heaven and earth, and
in the hall of ancestors, there evidently should be no diminution in any of the

rites on account of mourning How the proper officers shall be ordered, and
Ourself proceed to the several places, let the several departments examine into

the former regulations, and deliberate for tlic purpose of reporting to ns
;
and let

officers and people throughout the empire observe the fixed regvilations for

mourning. Let this public command be proclaimed throughout the empire and
in other countries for general information. Respect this.

Kiyin^'s position and influence seem to be at present as bigli as ever, and
“Ills appointment to superintend the funeral rites of the Empress Dowager, in

conjunction with tlie princes of the blood, shows the high station he occupied

in his late majesty’s confidence. It is to he hoped that in the acts of the new
government, tiia influence may have its due weight, especially in preserving

peace with foreign countries. 1’lie following notice of his official life since

1848, we extract from the China Mail of the 28lh ult.

“ Kiying arrived at the capital from Canton in June 1848, and paid his respects

to the emperor on the lltli of thaA month, returning thanks for tlie doubled-eyed
,

peacock’s feather conferred upon him, as. slated in the Gazette of the 5th, for

the improved tranquillity of the government he had just quitted, during the

time it had been in his charge. Between this date and the 26tli August 184!>, he
had no fewer than forty-nine audiences of his majesty. Tlie Gazette is liowevor

evidently at fault, for upon some of the days mentioned, he must have been
absent on particular .service in Shansi and Shrtntung.
“ On the 25th of July 1848, it is stated tliat he returned llianks for his appoint-

ment to the supervision of the affairs of tlie Board of Riles; on the 5tli of

August, to that of the Board of War—a decree of this day directing that he
should remain in the cit}’ as an assistant niiiiister of tlie Cabinet On the Jd
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September, lie was made cliief commigsioner of metropolitan customs
;

and
on the Irith, returned thanks for the promotion of his eldest son, Kingsili, who
had been given the command, as a general officer, of the Manchus of the plain

red banner, and is now in charge of the imperial mausoleum. Kiying was
also chosen to hear the cases referred in autumn, by the Board of Punishments,
according to annual custom, to the personal decision of the Em[)eror, who in mo-
dern times delegates a certain number of officers to perform this duty in his

stead. On the Hist, he was deputed to make a selection from the magistrates of
purchased rank, chosen by the Board of Civil Office from a large number of

names submitted to them ; and on the 25th, from a list of those eligible for em-
ployment in Manchuria.
“ On the I2th November, having been specially commissioned to inquire into a

charge brought by an inferior general officer against the general-in-chief of tlie

Toumet Mongols at Sui-yuen, beyond the Great Wall, he requested instructions.

His return to Peking is announced in the Gazette of the 25d Dec., biit in the

interim certain audiences are recorded, as also the presentation of a memorial by
him on the 17th November, in his capacity of chief commissioner of customs,
complaining of the practice of making depots of imports without the walls of
Peking, to the evasion of the metropolitan duties. On the 9th December, he be-

came cabinet minister, and was desired to retain his superintendence of the

Board of War. On the 10th, he returned thanks for the acting appointment of
General of the Mongols of the bordered yellow banner”i and on the 26th, was
made treasurer of the Imperial Clan. His memorial regarding the Sui-yuen
affair was sent in on the 5th January 1849 ;

the complainant was degraded, and
the general accused summoned to Court. On the 19th, Kiying received tlie

title of President of the Imperial Library. On the 22d, permission to ride in a
chair within the precincts of the palace was given him by his sovereign.
“ He was now associated with Chu Fung-piaii, a vice-president of the Board of

Revenue, in a Special commission of inquiry into the abuses of the salt depart-

ment in Shantung, and substitutes were gazetted to act for him in his different

offices; but, after mentioning that on the 18th February he had returned thanks
for a recommendation, in which certain high officers appear to be annually in-

cluded, the next issue informs us that he had requested instructions before pro-

ceeding to Chehkiiing to inspect the garrisons of that province. On the 3d
March, he addressed the Throne upon financial reform

;
on the 14th, his memo-

rial is referred to the consideration of the Council, who reported upon it on 4th
April. He did however go to Sh intung, and upon the 8th of March, requested
that four officers might be sent to assist him in the prosecution of his inquiries.

Upon the 12th March, a decree was published, announcing that the arrear in-

curred by successive collectors of the salt gabelle, was declared by him to

amount to 73,930 taels
;
and another, directing the degradation of several ex-

collectors accused by him of receiving bribes from the salt monopolists. On the
14th, he reports that 300,000 taels are lying in the provincial treasury, returned
as expended, which may be forwarded to Peking ; on the 16th, that there is an
arrear of 1 1,900 taels in the taxes of a single department, the prefect of which
is therefore degraded

; that the arrears of the districts of the department of Tsi-
nan fd amount to 414,700 taels; and he prays that an inquiry be instituted into
the financial state of all the other departments of the province. On the I7lh,
he returned to the capital.

“His departure for Chehki.ang is dated the 2d of April, since which time, ex-
cept as having an audience on the 3d, no more is heard of him until the 28th of
June; when he was presented with four taels’ weight of ginseng. Ki Chi-
chdng, who was gazetted as his associate on his tour of military inspection, did
proceed to Chehkiang as high commissioner

; and after examining the accounts
of the province with the governor, returned to the metropolis a short time ago.
Upon the 26th of August, Ngan-hwa, vice-president of tlie Board of Works, was
sent by his majesty to inquire after his health, which had compelled him to
^pply for a few days' leave of absence. His third son, Kinghien, of the imperial
guards, was given, by an act of grace, a button of the fifth grade, and named ex-
pectant of liigh metropolitan office. Upon the 3lHh November, Kiying reiippears
to pay his respects.

"
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The, Seamen's Bethel at Whampoa was dedicated to the public worship of God
on the 19th inst., the dedicatory services being attended by about eighty per-

sons, among whom we noticed H. E. Mr. Davis, the American Commissioner,

Mr. Forbes the American Vice-consul, and many of the merchants of Canton.

The number of ships at Whampoa at the time Was very few, and only a portion

of them had European crews, which accounts in a measure for the absence of

sailors from the audience. The services were opened by reading the Scriptures,

and singing the following hymn composed by Dr. Bowring for the occasion.

Hear, O Thou benignant F athcr !

Praise for mercies—prayers for grace !

While with grateful hearts we gather,

Sanctify the gathering place
;

Many a thousand leagues divide us

From the lands and homes we love;

—

But Thy Gospel is beside us,

Heaven around, and Thou above.

Humbly here an altar building

To Thy glory,—may Thy rays

Beam upon it, gladdening, gilding.

As in Israel’s honor’d days.

When their desert path benighted,

Saw the flaming pillar reared ;

So may our dark way be lighted.

By Thy Spirit Mess’d and cheered

!

In the deep we see Thy wonders.
And before those wonders bow

;

From the clouds we hear Thy thunders :

Speak, O Lord ! in mercy now !

When the darkest storm is low’ring.

When the fiercest whirlwinds rage ;

O'er them let the Cross be tow’ring.

Brighter still from age to age.

Father 1 if Thou deign to bless us.

All our labors will be blest

,

Naught shall daunt us—naught distress us;
Thou our righteousness—our rest

!

All must yield where Thou presidest;
Thou who rulest sea and land

;

All must follow when Thou guidest

;

Lord ! stretch out Thine helping hand.

The dedicatory prayer was olfered by Rev. P. Parker, M. D., and the sermon
preached by Rev. Dr. Legge of Hongkong. His discourse was based on Mark
vi. 34 :

“ And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with
compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd :

and he began to teach them many things.” From this text, he deduced the
Christian obligation of compassionating the ignorant of our race, and as a con-
sequence the need and propriety of providing means and facilities for instruct-

ing them. The services were concluded by Rev. Mr. Cleland giving the bene-
diction.

The floating Bethel which has now been opened for public worship at Wham-
poa is a commodious structure, 120 feet in length, and 34 feet beam, w'ithfa walk
four feet wide extending around it. The interior is divided, by a cross passage-
way 6 feet wide, into two parts, the chapel and the chaplain’s apartments. The
former is 50 feet long, and 13 feet high, lighted by six gothic windows on each side,

and has accommodations for seating 300 auditors
;

it is a spacious and elegant

room. The other and smaller end of the Bethel is divided by a passage length-

wise, and contains six rooms, one of which is a reading-room, soon to be provid-

ed with a library and periodicals, a subscription having already been opened for

this purpose. The entire expense of the Bethel, including anchors and cable,

will not vary far from $6,000, all of which has been collected from foreigners in

China, about half of it from the residents, and the remainder from the shipping.

The chapli'in of the American Seamen's Friend Society, Rev George
Loomis, having draw up a plan in relation to the Bethel, began to collect sub-

scriptions in December 1848, and a meeting of subscribers was called in Canton
May 8th, 1849, at which it was resolved to vest the management of the funds col-

lected for the erection of a Bethel in the hands of trustees. P. S. Forbes Esq.,

was chosen chairman, and John Dent, G. H. Lamson, Joseph J.ardine, R. P.

Dana, and T. W. L. Mackean, Esqs., with the Seamen’s chaplain, members of
the Board ofTrustees. W. O. Bokee, Esq. was appointed secretary to the Board,

and N. de St. Croix, Esq. requested to coSperate with Mr. Loomis in carrying

out the details. The keel was laid in August 1849, and the vessel floated out of
dock Feb. 7th, 1850. We congratulate the foreign community in Canton on the
completion of this praiseworthy undertaking, and in noticing it, we can not

close without mentioning the untiring exertions of Mr. Loomis and Capt. St.

Croix in daily overseeing the thorough execution of the work, and collecting

funds from the community and shipping for its comjilction.
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